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The Catholic Church in Ireland, The Antiochian @dbx Church in Ireland, The Church of Ireland, T®eptic Orthodox
Church in Ireland, The Greek Orthodox Church itaine, The LifeLink Network of Churches, The Luthei@hurch in Ireland,
The Methodist Church in Ireland, The Moravian Cliuie Ireland, The Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Chwf Ireland, The
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, The Religious Sgcief Friends, Rock of Ages Cherubim and Seraphitrur€h, The
Romanian Orthodox Church in Ireland, The Russiath@ox Church in Ireland, The Salvation Army (lredaDivision).

“An ecumenical resource for Christian pilgrims orhe island of Ireland”

We would like to wish all our readers a blessed Easter.
Think of each other as we prepare for the walk through
Holy Week, remember Jesus’ crucifixion and then
celebrate Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday. The
Lord is risen indeed! Let us celebrate this gift together
in all our churches on this island.

changes in society as the peace process has
developed. Each week | still face the challenge of being
faithful to God’s Word as | seek to apply the scriptures
faithfully to the context I live and pastor in.

| have also served as chair of the former ECONI,

Message from Rev “Evangelical Contr_ibution on N_orthe_rn Ireland” and am

Tony Davidson now on the Advisory Coun_cn_ o_f |ts_ successor, “the

Incoming- ICC Centre for Contemporary Christianity in Ireland”. As an

. avowed evangelical, | am passionate about making the

President gospel relevant to our contemporary culture
throughout Ireland.

Taking over as President of the Irish Council of
churches at the AGM in April, | am very aware of how
I am standing on the shoulders of many brave and
insightful church leaders who have gone before me.

My experience in working with other churches has
convinced me that it is impossible to witness to gospel
values without the insights that come from people in
different denominations and different traditions within
those denominations. We need all the resources of all
the Christians on this island if we are to witness in a
forthright manner to the truths of the gospel in 2008 in
Ireland. So at this exciting time in Irish history, | look
forward to developing more relationships and having
more conversations so that together we may all witness
to Jesus Christ.

I thought | should share with you some of the
experience | bring to this role. For 8 years from 1986
to 1994, | ministered in an inter-church setting in |
Limerick. The congregation | ministered in was a
United Presbyterian and Methodist Church.
Intentionally, the congregation called themselves
“Christ Church” to demonstrate how their ultimate

loyalty was toJesus Christ, rather than their
denomination. It was a challenge and a privilege as a
northern Presbyterian to work and witness in a
minority setting in the south west part of this island.

The Passion

The forthcoming BBC series The Passion is scheduled
in peak time on BBC1, with the first episode on Palm
Sunday, March 16™. It is likely to attract audiences in
excess of ten million. It tells the story of the last week
of Jesus’ life, his trial and crucifixion. The last episode,
to be broadcast on Easter Sunday, dramatises his
post-resurrection appearances. The Churches Media
Council, the Group for Evangelisation, the Christian

situation. to make peace real ata time of inter- Enquiry Agency and many churches have all been
community conflict. Peace had to be promoted and alerted to the opportunities this presents. The series

lived out by having conversations and developing will be available on DVD at a later date. Let the BBC
friendships right across the community divide. It has know your views about the series: BBC Television

also been a challenge to pastor reluctant Centre. Wood Lane. London W12 7RJ
Presbyterians as we all come to terms with rapid ' ’

For the past 14 years | have ministered in First
Presbyterian Church, Armagh. | am at present |
Secretary of the Armagh Church Forum, which was
founded in 1996. It has been a challenge in a local




Every effort had been made to check the accuracy of
the information provided in this edition of IEN, but
readers are still encouraged to double check the
primary sources for dates, venues and websites

Ecumenical Congratulations to:

The peace campaigners Rev Harold Good
and Fr Alec Reid who will receive honorary
degrees in the Queen’s University centenary
year (Methodist Newsletter March 08)

Frank Cousins as Editor of Intercom, a
pastoral and liturgical resource of the Irish
Bishops’ Conference; emalil
fcousins@catholiccommunications.ie

Ven. Dermot Dunne as Dean-elect of Christ
Church Cathedral, Dublin www.cccdub.ie

His Excellency The Most Reverend
Giuseppe Leanza as Apostolic Nuncio to
Ireland, a Papal appointment of a permanent
diplomatic representative or Ambassador of
the Holy See

Dr Séamus Freeman as the new Catholic
Bishop of Ossory

Rev Canon Dr John Saint Helier Gibaut
(Anglican Church of Canada) as Director of
the WCC’s Commission on Faith and Order,
which has a mandate ‘to call the divided
churches to healing and reconciliation’ and to
broaden the circles and conversations around
Faith and Order issues

Gillian Kingston  (President of the Irish
Council of Churches) as the first ever woman
to serve on the chaplaincy team at University
College of Dublin until the Methodist Annual
Conference makes a permanent appointment
(Methodist Newsletter March 2008)

Rev Leonid Kishkovsky (Orthodox Church in
America) as Moderator of Christian Churches
Together in USA, launched in 2006 as an
alliance of the Roman Catholic, mainline
historic Protestant, evangelical/Pentecostal,
Orthodox, Racial and Ethnic churches.
(www.christianchurchestogether.org)

Stephen Lynas as Editor of Presbyterian
Herald, herald @presbyterianireland.org
Winnie Moffett (Presbyterian Church) as
incoming President of Women'’s Link

Rev Dr Donald Patton from OIld Church
Randalstown elected as the Moderator
designate of the Presbyterian Church in
Ireland

Ms Nicola Rooney as Research Coordinator
to the Irish Commission for Justice and Social
Affairs (ICJSA), which recently hosted a major
conference at Croke Park on ‘Who is my
neighbour?’ (www.catholicjustice.ie)

Mary Tanner OBE who was awarded a
Damehood (DBE) in the Queen’s New Year
Honours for ‘services to the worldwide
Anglican Church’. A noted lay theologian and
one of the eight Presidents of the WCC, she
addressed a study day held in Dublin last

October that was organised by the Irish Inter-
Church Committee

Monsignor Noel Treanor as the Catholic
Bishop-elect of Down and Connor.

A priest of the Clogher diocese, he has held
the post of Secretary General of the
Commission of the Bishops’ Conference of the
European Community (COMECE) since 1993
and gave a keynote address to the last Irish
Inter Church Meeting in Dublin in November
2006. www.catholiccommunications.ie

News and stories of the ecumenical

journey

3™ Annual Festival of Peoples

Over a thousand people from Dublin’'s new
communities packed into the Pro-Cathedral in the New
Year and were welcomed by Archbishop Diarmuid
Martin. They included representatives of the Polish,
Filipino, Lithuanian, Nigerian, Romanian, Indian,
Croatian, Czech and Palestinian communities (Intercom,
March 2008)

500" Anniversary of Jean Calvin in 2009

The Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches has
launched an interactive website to mark the 500"
anniversary of the birth of the Protestant reformer Jean
Calvin in 2009. ‘We want Calvin to come alive for the
people of our time through this website’ said Rev
Clifton Kirkpatrick, President of the World Alliance of
Reformed Churches. Further information:
www.calvin09.org

Adamstown

Anglicans, Catholics, Methodists and Presbyterians
have come together in a ground-breaking move to
build one shared church for their services and common
life in the new satellite town of Adamstown west of
Dublin. It's the first of its kind in Ireland. The new town

centre is due to be complete by 2010. (Methodist
Newsletter March 2008 and Moravian Messenger March 2008)

Back to Church Sunday

Piloted in the Diocese of Manchester in 2004, this
Church of England initiative is aimed at people who
have had some connection with church and ‘is just
about the easiest piece of evangelism a local church
can do.” Sustained growth of 10% in church
attendance has been reported. The next national Back
to Church Sunday will take place on September 27"
Further information: Michael Harvey is willing to come
over to talk to any group in Ireland,
ph.0044(0)7831.317871, www.backtochurch.co.uk

Bill of Rights Forum (NI)

The ICC hosted three meetings for those representing
the ICC member churches and the Catholic Church on
the Forum and its working parties to make space for
sharing information and clarifying issues being
discussed. ICC is particularly indebted to Very Rev Dr
Sam Hutchinson for the enormous contribution of time
and commitment he has given on behalf of the
member churches of ICC to the Forum over the past
12 months. Further detail in ICC’s annual report see
www.irishchurches.org




Black Theology Forum

Established in 1993, this provides ‘safe space’ for the
articulation and development of Black theology in the
UK. Contact Dr Anthony Reddie, email:
a.g.reddie@queens.ac.uk

Christian Unity Award

In late January in Rome, Cardinal Walter Kasper
(President of the Pontifical Council for promoting
Christian Unity) and the Rev Dr John Gibaut (Faith and
Order Commission of WCC) were presented with the
Paul Wattson Christian Unity Award by the Franciscan
Friars of the Atonement in recognition of the 40 years
they have jointly prepared and promoted the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity.

Consultative Group on Ministry among Children
(CGMCQC)

Formed in 1972, this is an official network of Churches
Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) and exists to
bring together all those with national responsibility for
work with children in denominations and Christian
agencies that are in sympathy with CTBI's aims and
objectives. Any denomination, agency or individual
wishing to know more about CGMC should contact the
Secretary at secretary@cgmcontheweb.com or
www.cgmcontheweb.com

Ecumenical Church Loans - for community and
social service

The Irish Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF),
based in the Inter-Church Centre, makes relatively soft
loans to church and community groups involved in
community and social service projects. It is particularly
useful in ‘topping up’ fundraising to be able to proceed
with a capital project; it is typically used towards
building purchase or refurbishment. Loans can be
made anywhere in either jurisdiction in Ireland and can
be up to around £30,000 or €40,000; they are
repayable in standardised 6-monthly payments over
three to five years, and interest is currently 4%. Some
security is required but this can be explored. If you
would like further information please contact ECLOF
Ireland at the Inter-Church Centre, Belfast, or email
irish.churches@btconnect.com

Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility

Drawn from faith-based groups from Britain and
Ireland, the Oxford-based Council aims to bring about
responsible practice in the corporate sector by using,
in some instances, the leverage of church investments
to achieve dialogue with firms. The group seeks to
influence church and secular ethical investors through
bearing witness and enabling local voices to be heard
on the impacts of large companies’ activities on
communities. Further information: Miles Litvinoff

(Coordinator), www.eccr.org.uk/news _main.html
(EIN 17 October 2007)

Ecumenical Water Network
Further information:
www.oikoumene.org/en/activities/ewn-home.html

Ecumenism in 21 * century

Methodist Archbishop Michael Kehinde Stephen of
Nigeria has been chosen to moderate WCC's
Continuing Committee on Ecumenism in the 21°

century, a group assigned to monitor and encourage
initiatives in the global quest for Christian unity. This
will seek new and renewed partnerships with
Evangelical and Pentecostal churches, as well as the
Catholic Church in a manner ‘characterised by a spirit
of mutuality and cooperation, by a practice of shared
tasks and resources, by a common policy of avoiding

competition and the demarcation of areas of influence.’
(WCC news release 26.11.2007)

Ecumenism in Europe

The Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the
Roman Catholic Council of European Bishops’
Conferences (CCEE) have recently decided to build on
the ecumenical cooperation they developed at last
year’s Sibiu Assembly and together plan a major
Christian-Muslim conference. This will be held in
Malines/Brussels from 20-23 October on the theme
‘Being a citizen of Europe and a person of faith —
Christians and Muslims as active partners in European

societies.” Further information: www.cec-kek.org (press
release, 25 February)

Edinburgh Centenary Mission Fund

Last year, Urban Junction (Blackrock) and Funky Fish
Youth Café (Bandon, west Cork) each received
funding from this source to support their local
ecumenical programmes. Further information from
CTBI Global Mission Network, www.ctbi.org.uk

Focolare centres in Ireland

The Focolare Movement was founded by Chiara
Lubich in 1943 with the specific aim of pursuing that
unity which Jesus prayed for: ‘May they all be one’
(John 17.21). It has become a world-wide movement
approved by the Catholic Church in 1962 and includes
Christians of different denominations, followers of the
major world religions and people with other beliefs. Its
Word of Life is translated each month into 80 different
languages throughout the five continents. Read more
about the movement in Lubich’s Essential Writings:
Spirituality Dialogue Culture (New City London, 2007,
cost £12.95/ €19.50). Focolare arrived in Ireland in
1971 and there are now over 500 people committed to
its ideal of unity. Members live in Belfast, Cavan, Cork,
Dublin, Galway, Kildare, Kilkenny, Limerick and Meath.
Further information: ph. 00353 (0) 45.840410,
info@focolare.ie nirlfoc@focolare.ie and
www.focolare.org

Footprints for Peace

You are invited to join an open 84-day International
Peace Walk for a nuclear free future. Offering ‘a
family-friendly atmosphere’, it will be leaving London’s
Battersea Park on April 26 and arriving in Geneva
some 1500 kms away on July 16. Further information:
www.footprintsforpeace.net

Four Church leaders

In February, the leaders of the four main churches in
Northern Ireland gave oral evidence in their shared
submissions to the Assembly Health Committee as
part of its enquiry into the Prevention of Suicide and
Self-harm in NI. More recently they have issued a
statement critical of their perceived exclusion as
stakeholders in planning the future of education in
Northern Ireland.



Fresh Expressions of church

An initiative of the Church of England and the
Methodist Church to encourage and re-imagine new or
different forms of church shaped both by the gospel
and by their cultural context. Further information and
resources: www.freshexpressions.org.uk

Friends of the Church in China

FCC is an ecumenical group which has close links with
both the Protestant and Catholic communities in China
for the past 20 years. FCC members receive a regular
Newsletter with news and stories from all over China;
hear speakers from China; join regular study visits to
see local church communities and projects; meet
visiting Chinese delegations. Further information:

www.thefcc.org

Global Christian Forum

245 church leaders from 72 countries and 5 continents
met last November in Kenya. Representing every
church family and Christian tradition — historic
Protestant churches, Catholic church, Orthodox
Churches, Pentecostal Churches, the broader
Evangelical movement and other Christian churches,
communities and inter-church organisations —
participants were encouraged to move out of the
familiar ground on which they normally stood, meet
each other on common ground, and act together to the
glory of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Read about
their experiences in the Forum message to their
Brothers and Sisters in Christ around the World:
www.globalchristianforum.org

(Latin American Ecumenical News Sept-Dec 2007)

Hope 2008

The ecumenical vision for Hope 2008 is to inspire
churches of all shapes and sizes to ‘do more, do it
together, do it in word and action’ over a 12 month
period. Planned to involve churches from all
denominations in over 500 villages, towns and cities
across England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, it offers
‘excellent resources for prayer and to help kick-start
community projects in local neighbourhoods with the
potential to witness to the unity of the Church and to
be a catalyst for a new wave of evangelism’. Further
information: www.hope08.com

hopeinfo.co.uk
The Christian Enquiry Agency has teamed up with

Church Army and Deo Gloria to create ‘a credible,
contemporary public face for Hope 2008’ and has the
enthusiastic blessing of the Hope 2008 leadership
team. It includes five short films, each related to one of
the five high points of the Hope 2008 campaign.

Kenya

The Peace Conference organised by Friends in Kenya
to achieve peace and justice in that troubled nation
has recently concluded. Further information on the
FWCC Kenya Blog on the World Office website:

www.fwccworld.org (The Friendly Word /Ireland’s Quaker
Journal vol 25 Issue 1 Jan/Feb 2008)

Inter-Church Addictions Project (ICAP)

This grew in late 2003 from an ad hoc group of
individuals from the four main churches with a growing
concern about the increasing problems facing young

people with addictions and associated problems. The
ultimate aim of ICAP is to establish a special
residential treatment centre offering 6-12 week
rehabilitation programmes for adolescents aged
between 15-18. Last December, a Deloitte feasibility
study confirmed the need for such a residential unit. If
you are interested in supporting ICAP in implementing
this project, contact Alan Lorimer, ph.028.9086.4040,

email alan.lorimer@btinternet.com
(Methodist Newsletter Nov 2007)

Inter-denominational Divine Healing Ministries
Founded in 1992 by Rev Bro David Jardine SSF and
working as a committed team of volunteers, this offers
a weekly ministry of Christian prayer and healing of
individuals and our land at five different venues in
Belfast. Further information: ph 028.9031.1532; email
divinehealing@lineone.net or visit
www.divinehealing.org.uk

Jubilee Appeal

Our ecumenical partners in Scotland (ACTS) are
inviting interested people to support the Scottish
Churches House Jubilee Appeal to raise £500,000 to
refurbish the House in Dunblane, Perthshire so that
they can continue to provide a place for people to
meet, debate and advance ecumenical learning.
Further information, ph. Alastair Hulbert (Warden)
0044(0)1786.823588 emalil
appeal@scottishchurcheshouse.org or visit
www.scottishchurcheshouse.org

Light bulbs

Ireland currently has the highest energy consumption
per household for lighting in the European Union with
energy being wasted by grossly inefficient lighting

(incandescent bulbs, halogen lights).
(Non Violent News #155)

Mutual recognition of Baptism

The Anglican, Catholic, Lutheran, Presbyterian and
Syrian Orthodox churches in Brazil signed a document
in Sao Paolo last November mutually recognising the
administration of the sacrament of baptism. ‘This
sacrament is a free gift of God and a basic link of the
unity given by faith in the same Lord.” This is the first
time that ‘the mutual acceptance of baptism has been
instituted by a multilateral agreement including the

Catholic Church’. (Latin American Ecumenical News)

Orthodox Churches on this island

There are now eight Orthodox churches with
worship centres around the island. They can be
contacted through their clergy.

Antiochian Orthodox (Rev Fr Irenaeus du Plessis:
irenaeus@btinternet.com);

Coptic Orthodox (Rev Fr Athanasius George:
frageorge@eircom.net);

Georgian Orthodox (Rev Fr Malkhazi Kumelashvili:
mkumela@yahoo.com);

Greek Orthodox (Rev Dr Ireneu Craciun:
i.craciun@iolfree.ie);

Indian Orthodox (Rev Fr Koshy Vaidyan:
vicar@indianorthodoxireland.org);




Romanian Orthodox (Rev Fr Calin Florea:
revcalin.florea@gmail.com);

Russian Orthodox (Rev Fr George
Zavershinsky: rvgeorge@utvinternet.com);

Syrian Orthodox (Rev Fr Jobymon Skaria:
frioby@gmail.com)

Peace Pledge Union

PPU is the oldest non-sectarian pacifist organisation in
UK. It publishes ‘Peace Matters’. Support our work and
help build a culture of non-violence. Further
information: WWW.ppu.org.uk
www.peacematters.org.uk or www.whitepoppy.org

Polish Chaplaincy in Ireland

Established in 2005, there are now 29 Polish priests
working in cooperation with the Chaplaincy and Mass
in Polish is now said regularly in over 150 parishes and
towns on the Emerald Isle. Further information: Fr
Jaroslav Tomaszewski, St Audoen’s Church, 14 High
Street, Dublin (Intercom, March 2008)

Prison Chaplains
The annual report of the Irish Prison Chaplains
Association identified 20 full-time and 5 part-time

chaplains working in Irish prisons. (intercom, March 2008)

Progressive Christianity Network

This network for Great Britain and Ireland aims to build
a renewed Christianity for the 21% century that is
inclusive, innovative and informed. Further information
on this and the Open Christianity Network Ireland:
www.pcnbritain.org.uk, www.ocnireland.com,
www.progressivechristianity.net

rejesus.co.uk
This recently won the ‘most successful evangelistic

blog at Premier’'s recent Christian Blog Awards’. Ven.
Robert Freeman (Chair of rejesus.co.uk) commented
that ‘this endorsed our efforts to continue to stretch our
thinking to find new ways to communicate Christian
faith effectively.’

Structured dialogue between the Irish Government
and the churches

Delegations from the Church of Ireland, Catholic
Church, Religious Society of Friends and more
recently, the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches
have met individually with Taoiseach Bertie Ahern and
other Cabinet colleagues, raising issues and concerns
for discussion. This process of dialogue will continue
with other churches, faith communities and non-
confessional organisations.

Taking care of children online

The Presbyterian Church was the first denomination in
the UK to run a training course in partnership with
CEOP (the government run Child Exploitation and
Online Protection Centre) to counteract what has been
described as the ‘greatest threat to our children and
young people’. This comes from the internet —'the
modern play park’ - and other communications
technology that is so much part of young people’'s
lives. Providing information about the 24 hour online
mechanism to report abuse means that children are

only one click away from reporting abuse and
offenders are only one click away from being reported.
Further information from Deborah Webster, email
takingcare@presbyterianireland.org, or visit
WWW.ceop.qov.uk and www.thinkuknow.co.uk
(Presbyterian Herald, March 2008)

Unity Pilgrims

The Unity Pilgrim initiative is a partnership between
Clonard Monastery and the Catholic parish and
represents ‘a movement of change from the
grassroots’. Its aim is to help transform relationships
between Catholic parishes and local Protestant
congregations. ‘Seeds of reconciliation have been
planted in good soil and will bear good fruit in God’s
good time.” There is a worship aspect with small
groups of Unity pilgrims joining  Protestant
congregations in their Sunday worship (30 were visited
between September and January); there is a social
aspect involving pilgrims in reflecting on their pilgrim
experiences and deepening their fellowship; and there
are theological aspects in deepening the conversations
about ‘what unites us is greater than what divides us
during these pilgrimages’. Further details: Rev Gerry
Reynolds, ph.028.9044.5988, email

reds@clonard.com or visit www.clonard.com (Newsletter
of Clonard Reconciliation Project Jan 2008)

World Council of Churches Central Committee
(February 13-20 in Geneva)

Committee members, local churches, ecumenical
partners and international guests gave thanks to God
for the gift of a fellowship (WCC) that was celebrating
its 60" anniversary. Its theme for the year will be
‘Making a Difference’. The Ecumenical Patriarch of
Constantinople, Bartholomew |, reminded those
gathered that the WCC has provided ‘an ideal platform’
for churches to engage in dialogue and promote
Christian unity, as well as to respond to the needs of
society. During the meeting, the Independent
Presbyterian church in Brazil and the Lao Evangelical
Church were accepted into WCC’s membership, which
now includes 349 churches. Rev Dr Sam Kobia (WCC
General Secretary) has decided for personal reasons
not to seek a second term of office from January 2009,
so a Search Committee has been appointed until a
new appointment is made later in 2009. An
International Ecumenical Peace Convocation will be
held in Kingston (Jamaica) in 2011 to culminate the
WCC’s ‘Decade to Overcome Violence 2001-2010;
churches seeking reconciliation and peace’. Over
2,000 participants are expected to gather together
under the theme ‘Glory to God and peace on earth.’
Seven statements on public/international issues were
agreed. Further information: www.oikoumene.org

Information from Irish ecumenical groups:

Ballycastle Church Action has recently been
accepted as a Company Limited by Guarantee and
they are looking for any wisdom from other ecumenical
groups who may have already been through this
process and could offer them some direction in
tackling the confusing issues regarding membership,
constitution etc. Further information: David Quinney
Mee 0044(0)7745162682 (mob), email
dval.gm@virgin.net




The Coleraine Borough Churches Forum was
established in 1999 as a result of a public meeting
organised by the NI Community Relations Council. It
brings together local churches within the Coleraine
Borough district and currently includes those
representing the Catholic, Church of Christ, Church of
Ireland, Methodist, Presbyterian, Seventh Day
Adventist and Mormon churches. Funded by a small
annual grant from the NI Community Relations
Council, it provides a forum to worship together, to
have dialogue with a wide range of speakers, and to
act together on issues agreed by forum members. It
meets on the first Wednesday morning in the month in
the Lodge Hotel, Coleraine. Further details can be
found on their website www.cbchurchesforum.co.uk or
from the Forum Secretary, Vera McBride, email
jeananne @kimberley6.freeserve.co.uk

The Church of the Good Shepherd in Monkstown

Read an inspiring account of ecumenical cooperation
and transformation on a loyalist estate north of Belfast.
For 40 years, two separate congregations (Methodist
and Church of Ireland) shared one property; Sunday
services and Bible Studies were mostly held
separately. Inspired by a number of factors and
various processes, the congregations eventually
obtained approval from their parent churches to
become one church in March 2003 — a first in Ireland.
Further details: Nigel Beattie (worship coordinator)
email Nigel.beattie3@btinternet.com; and see articles
section of www.hardgospel.net

The Howth, Sutton Bayside and Baldoyle
Ecumenical Group was formed just over 12 years
ago and is made up of seven churches (Church of the
Assumption, Presbyterian Church, St. Mary's Church
of Ireland all in Howth; St. Fintans and the Methodist
Church in Sutton; the two Roman Catholic churches in
Baldoyle and in Bayside). In recent years, the group
has:-

made trips to Belfast and Armagh where they
met and had discussions with both sides of the
community

visited Glencree Reconciliation Centre, the
Book of Kells, Glendalough, Clonmacnois and
Ireland’'s Eye to explore and hear about the
monastery there

held a service on the foreshore at Sutton to
welcome the Millennium

held breakfasts in the Marine Hotel with talks
on Topical and Religious issues affecting
everyday life

held a 6 week evening course in St Nessan’s
School, Baldoyle with speakers from the Irish
School of Ecumenics

held meetings and discussions with members
of the Jewish and Islamic faiths.

held an Easter Sunrise Services on Howth
Summit, followed by breakfast

had a Pilgrimage, visiting all the churches and
ending with a Service on the foreshore at
Sutton

shared Agape Meals, Passover Meals and
BBQs

held the Annual Service for the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity

The committee is made up of 2 representatives from
each church plus the clergy from each church. Further
details: Margaret Thornes (Secretary), 28 Offington
Park, Sutton, Dublin 13, ph. 00353(0)1.832.2368,
email margaretthornes@esatclear.ie

Embrace NI

A group of Christians drawn from different
congregations, working together to promote a positive
response to people seeking asylum, migrant workers
and people from minority ethnic backgrounds in
Northern Ireland. Embrace seeks to reflect gospel
values, and equip the church to fulfil its call to welcome
the stranger, by providing information, training and
resource materials, and acting as a channel for
practical help to those in need. Further information: ph
0044(0)796.9921328, email info@embraceni.org, or
visit www.embraceni.org

Articles, newsletters and publications to
inspire and resource:

The Anglican Communion News Service has
replaced the quarterly Anglican World with an
occasional newsletter ‘News and Notes’, edited by
Revd Canon Jim Rosenthal. Subscribe on
www.anglicancommunion.org

A new kind of Christianity?

Rev Patrick McGlinchey (Church of Ireland Chaplain to
Queen’s University, Belfast) offers a critique of the
Emerging Church Movement in this booklet (No. 23)
published by the Church of Ireland Evangelical
Fellowship, 31 Beechdene Gdns, Lisburn, Co Antrim
BT28 3JH, cost £2.50/€3.50

Annual Report of Irish Council of Churches 2007

This detailed account of the work undertaken this past
year by ICC will be presented to ICC’s AGM being held
on April 2" in the Methodist Church in Bray. Copies
will be available from the Inter Church centre and on
ICC’s website www.irishchurches.org

Black UK Christian Directory 2008

A resource for black-majority and black-led churches,
minority ethnic Christians and businesses. Contact
0044(0)1284.760033 email admin@keepthefaith.co.uk
or visit www.faithfriendsuk.com

The Bridge

The Journal of the Churches’ Agency for Inter Faith
Relations in Scotland (CAIRS) can be read at
www.acts-scotland.org/cairs

Christian Holiday Handbook 2008
Further information: James Walker, ph.
0044(0)1362.853376; www.christianvacationtravel.com

Christian Muslim Digest

Available through the website of the Network for Inter
Faith Concerns (NIFCON) within the Anglican
Communion: http://nifcon.anglicancommunion.org




The Common Good in an Unequal World

Edited by Eoin Cassidy and published by Veritas 2007,
this book offers reflections on the Compendium of the
Social Doctrine of the Church.

Current Dialogue

Published by the WCC Programme on Inter-Religious
Dialogue and Cooperation, the February edition can be
found on www.wcc-
coe.org/wcc/what/interreligious/index-e.html

Ecumenics from the Rim

Edited by John O’Grady and Peter Scherle, by Lit
Verlag (2007) and written by a broad range of
academics and journey travellers, this collection of
essays honours Professor John May’'s contribution to
the field of Ecumenics at the Irish School of
Ecumenics, Trinity College Dublin.

Edinburgh 2010

The volumes of the papers presented to the World
Missionary Conference held in Edinburgh in 1910 have
now been digitised by the University of Michigan in
preparation for the Centenary celebrations in 2010 and
can be downloaded at http://quod.lib.umich.edu

Daryl Balia has been appointed as Coordinator to the
2010 conference. Further information:
www.edinburgh2010.0rg

Embracing Difference: the Church of Ireland in a
Plural Society

This booklet written by Revd Canon Patrick
Comerford, Director of Spiritual Formation at the
Church of Ireland Theological College in Dublin, is a
tested resource to parishes and individuals offering
hospitality and generosity to their neighbours in
communities marked by a plurality of religions, beliefs
and spiritualities. Published by Church of Ireland
Publishing and available from the Church’s Good
Bookshop, (Donegall St, Belfast) at £4.50 or from
Resource Centre Bookshop (Church Ave, Rathmines,
Dublin) at €6.

Get a Life

Written by Tim Sledge and Ally Barrett, this offers a 5-
session course on calling for young people aged 13-18
years and addresses that dreaded question ‘what do
you want to do with your Ilife?” Cost £8.99
www.chpublishing.co.uk

Greenhills ecumenical lecture 2008

‘God in a secular Society’ was the theme of this year's
annual ecumenical conference on January 21% at
Greenhills College, Drogheda. The keynote speaker
was His Excellency Francis Campbell, British
Ambassador to the Holy See since December 2005
and a former Private Secretary and Policy Advisor to
Prime Minister Blair. If you would like a copy of his
stimulating address, please e-mail the Inter-Church
Centre on irish.churches@btconnect.com

Greening the Church

Issue 3 was distributed by the Church of Ireland’s
Ecological and Environmental Panel in January and
carries many stories and resources for any Christian
faith community in either jurisdiction concerned with
climate change and environmental stewardship.

Further information: Revd David Humphreys, email
wdhumphries@hotmail.com

Hearing the Voices: sharing perspectives in the
Victim/Survivor sector

This research report, written by Katy Radford and Sara
Templar on the victims of the Troubles, is now
available on the Community Relations Council website:

WWW.nicrc.org.uk

‘In War and Peace — the story of Corrymeela’ by Alf
McCreary

(Publ. Brehon Press 2007) commemorates the 40"
anniversary of this Irish ecumenical community that
was founded by Rev Ray Davey, OBE and continues
to make a significant contribution in witnessing to the
ongoing ministry of Christian reconciliation in divided
communities on this island and further afield.

Irish Baptist News

ABC Insight is to become a bi-monthly publication
intended to link the 113 churches in the Association of
Baptist Churches in Ireland with 8'000 members and a
community of 20,000. The annual subscription for six
issues is £16.50/€23. (Methodist Newsletter, January 2008)

Irish School of Ecumenics (1970-2007)

Edited by Rev Michael Hurley SJ, the founding
Director of ISE in 1970, this book tells the story of ISE
with separate chapters written by its former Directors
and present Head: Michael Hurley, Robin Boyd, John
D’Arcy May, Alan Falconer, Geraldine Smith OP,
Kenneth Kearon and Linda Hogan. Publ. Columba
Press, Blackrock, 2008. Cost €17.99.

Journey into Growth — the seven core values of a
Mission Church

(CTBI publ. cost £7.99). Edited by Terry Tennens, this
is a workbook for local churches looking to grow in
mission with the companionship of a skilled outsider —
the mission companion. Order on line:

www.mph.org.uk

Just Church

Written by an ecumenical team and suitable for
churches of any tradition and denomination, this free
parish resource will take your congregation/group
through a series of study and action sessions reflecting
every aspect of church life (Bible study, worship,
children’s work, community outreach) with the
challenge of embedding the gospel concern for poverty
and justice more fully into their life. Further information:
www.justchurch.info or phone CAP
0044(0)161.236.9321

Mainland Chinese students and immigrants in
Ireland

Dr Richard O’Leary and Dr Lan Li have recently
launched a report of a sociological study on religious
values that was commissioned by the Dublin University
Far Eastern Mission. This grouping of mainland
Chinese and students and migrants constitutes a
significant minority of the population in both
jurisdictions. The report explores their engagement
with Christianity, Churches and Irish Society. More info
www.ireland.anglican.org/cmsfiles/pdf/news/Press/exe
csummconclus.pdf




Mennonites

A wide range of resources, books, seminars and
retreats are available on their website
www.menno.org.uk and www.metanoiabooks.org.uk

Metro Eireann

Established in 2000, this is Ireland’s first and only
weekly multicultural newspaper, a forum for inter-
cultural communication and primary source of news
and information on Ireland’s fast-growing immigrant
and ethnic communities. Its mission is to be a channel
through which diverse peoples of Ireland will inform,
challenge, understand and learn to respect each other.
Cost €1 / 75p. Further information: ph. 00353
(0)1.8783441, info@metroeireann.com or visit
www.metroeirann.com

Sense Making Faith

(Publ. CTBI, 2007 costing £15). This is a resource and
workbook for both individuals and groups. Focussing
on the physical senses and the human imagination, it
allows people to learn more about both spirituality and
sharing faith. Each chapter is punctuated by pauses or
way stations in which the individual reader is invited to
reflect or engage in some activity that enables self
discovery and deeper reflection. Further information:
anne.richards@c-of-e.org.uk or visit
www.spiritualjourneys.org.uk

Together
The Spring edition of this Scottish ecumenical
newsletter is available on www.acts-scotland.org

War on Terror: lessons from Northern Ireland

The Committee on the Administration of Justice (CAJ)
has written an Executive Summary ‘summing up the
lessons that CAJ believes Northern Ireland has to offer
the global debate.” This was based on oral and written
testimony given to the Eminent Jurist Panel of the
International Commission that visited NI in April 2006.
Further information: ph. 028.9096.1122,

WWW.caj.org.uk

With hearts, Hands and Voices — spirituality for
everyday life

Written by Bishop Margot Kassmann (Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Germany) and published by WCC
(Risk Book Series #118, 2007), this book is an
encouragement to hold together the tension between
hope and struggle, prayer and action, the life of faith
and responsibility for the world.

Without Walls — Living Memorial Museum

Healing Through Remembering has produced a 44
page booklet based on ideas received on
remembering the conflict in and about Northern
Ireland. Written by Louise Purbrick, this report is
available from www.healingthroughremembering.org
ph. 028.9023.8844, or email

info@healingthroughremembering.org
(Non Violent News #157, 5 March)

Reflections

* ‘Does God favour one denomination?’ (extracted from a
poem ‘The Divine Image’ by Jonee Hicks)

* ‘Church unity is like riding a bicycle. We will fall
unless we go forward,’ Wonsuk Ma (Pentecostal
theologian from Korea) challenged the Global Christian
Forum in Nairobi

* What is the purpose of keeping St Patrick's Day ? ...
It is a celebration of what Patrick brought that made
Ireland famous: its faith ... we need to recover and
promote a solid rationale for celebrating St Patrick’s
Day as a Christian feast ... look again at Patrick’s life
and discover all the wonders that God did for him and
through him and can still do for us if we follow Patrick’s
example of faith.” (Fr John McKeever, Intercom, March 2008)

* ‘Northern Ireland is still a deeply divided society, as
Belfast’'s interface ‘peace’ walls demonstrate. We
cannot afford to drift back into pretence that our
divisions are normal, will simply disappear, or have no
relevance to social, economic and justice goals.
Prosperity and economics will falter if we do not act to
ensure that sectarianism and racism cease to define
where people feel safe to live, work, play, travel and

access public resources.’ (Editorial, CRC News Issue 50,
January 2008)

* ‘The tendency in our post-Agreement society is for
you to live in your small corner and | in mine’ ....with
the two main communities living ‘more or less separate
existences’ ...making ‘our neighbourhoods more

polarised than ever before. (Very Rev Stephen Lowry, Dean
of Dromore, Gazette 7 March 08)

* ‘My vision for the ecumenical movement is that by
the mid-21st century, we will have reached a level of
unity such that Christians everywhere, regardless of
their confessional affiliations, can pray and worship
together and feel welcome to share in the Lord’s Table

at every church.” (Dr Sam Kobia, WCC General Secretary,
L’Osservatore Romano, 25/1/2008 and EIN 30 January08)

* ‘In the Northern Ireland context, human rights are
neither British nor Irish (or indeed western); they are
not Catholic nor Protestant (or secular). Instead,
promoting a culture of human rights respects our rights
to be all of these things, or none of them, and to
flourish as human beings, both in our individuality and

as highly social beings.’ (Maggie Beirne, outgoing Director of
the Committee on the Administration of Justice, NIHRC review issue
6)

* ‘We want to move beyond multicultural societies,
where cultures and cultural groups simply coexist side
by side, where we live ‘parallel lives.” We need to
become intercultural societies where plurality of
cultures cooperates in dialogue and in shared

responsibility.” (Jan Figel, European Commissioner for
Education, Training, Culture and Youth)

*Why is there a circle like a halo on the Celtic Cross ?
The cross represents death while the circle, being a
line without beginning or end, represents eternal life.
The bare cross has lines coming in from all directions,
clashing at the centre. In this view, Jesus is the
innocent victim at the centre of the storm stirred up by
envy, political ambition, misplaced nationalism,
betrayal etc...If one views the cross as lines coming
out from the centre point, then it portrays the explosion
of new life that was the resurrection. This was the
understanding of the Celtic monks, so they added the



circle of eternity to the cross. (Fr Silvester O'Flynn, OFM
Cap; Intercom, March 2008)

* The Paradox of our Age (His Holiness the 14th
Dalai Lama):

‘We have bigger houses, but smaller families; more
conveniences, but less time. We have more degrees,
but less sense; more knowledge, but less judgement;
more medicines, but less healthiness. We've been all
the way to the Moon and back, but we have trouble
crossing the street to meet the new neighbours. We
have built more computers to hold more information, to
produce more copies than ever before, but we have
less communication; we have become long on
guantity, but short on quality. These are the times of
fast foods, but slow digestion; tall men but short
characters; steep profits, but shallow relationships. It is
a time when there is much in the window, but nothing
in the room.’

Features

Dublin Council of Churches (DCC)

On January 18™ in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Dublin was formally
welcomed into the newly constituted DCC, which is the
ecumenical meeting place for 8 other Christian
churches in the greater Dublin region (Church of
Ireland, Greek Orthodox Church in Ireland, Lutheran
Church in Ireland, Methodist Church in Ireland,
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, Religious Society of
Friends/Quakers, Romanian Orthodox Church in
Ireland, Salvation Army (Irish Division). As the current
DCC Chairperson, Rev Fr Godfrey O’'Donnell went on
to say to Archbishop Diarmuid Martin:

“With the integration of the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Dublin, this Council for the first time in
its history of more than 40 years actually deserves its
titte: DUBLIN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES.

When it was born in 1965 its grand name bore no
resemblance to the representation of Christians in
Dublin, as it comprised only Protestant Churches with
less than 10% of the Dublin population. It is a sign of
the grace of God and the healing, enabling and
challenging presence of the Holy Spirit that we have
been able to deepen and widen this communion into
what it is today!

Like all good things this moment has been in
preparation for quite some time. The relationship
between Christian churches in Dublin has always be
nurtured by the fruits of the prayers for Christian unity,
and in particular by the fact that, together with a large
part of Christendom the world over at this time of year,
we have been following in the footsteps of Paul
Wattson, an American Episcopalian minister who co-
founded the Society of the Atonement and launched
this tradition of a week of praying for Christian Unity
exactly 100 years ago. Over the years this has meant
that personal trust and relationships between our
churches were able to grow.

For many years contact between the member
churches of the Dublin Council of Churches and the

Roman Catholic Archdiocese bore one name: the
name of one of the ecumenical pioneers in Dublin,
Monsignor Paddy Devine who went to God this last
year. As ecumenical secretary he kept communication
going when contacts otherwise were still very few. We
remember him with great fondness.

In more recent years, the relationship was energised
when in 1997 after the homily that the then Archbishop
Desmond Connell gave at the opening service for the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in Christchurch
Cathedral, one of my predecessors, Rev. Robin
McDermott and a few members of the Council
committee felt that there was scope for a further
deepening of relations and asked to meet the
Archbishop.

As a result a committee was formed comprising
members of the Dublin Council of Churches and
members of the Roman Catholic Dublin Diocesan
Advisory Committee on Ecumenism. This committee
became the testing ground where new relationships
and common action could be tried out and trust begin
to build. As a result, exciting joint services and events
at St. Patrick’'s Tide, as well as at Pentecost became
possible. It became much easier for the churches to
speak with one voice vis-a-vis the Government when
they wanted a Christian input to state ceremonies,
such as the National Day of Commemoration, the
Inauguration of the President of Ireland and the
Accession Day for the new members of the European
Union on 1% May 2004.

When in 2003 you, Your Grace, started your ministry in
Dublin as Coadjutor Bishop, and through the initiative
of another of my predecessors, Mr Martin Sauter, you
came to meet the Council and another breakthrough
was reached. In answer to questions by the Council
about the way forward in ecumenism in Dublin you
suggested that perhaps Roman Catholic delegates
could be admitted to the Council committee with
observer status.

From the summer 2006, this enlarged committee
began examining ways by which this could be
transformed into full and formal membership and
began drafting a new constitution that would reflect the
new reality. | am particularly pleased that thanks to the
trust that has grown between us all in the last years
the language of the constitution and the proposed
organisational structure speaks of simplicity, which
allows us straightforward and workable mechanisms,
which will hopefully enhance our day-to-day work with
one another for the Glory of the Triune God and the
benefit of Christians and non-Christians in the Dublin
area.

Finally, over the summer of 2007 the 8 patrons of the
Dublin  Council of Churches deliberated and
unanimously decided in favour of the new constitution
and the admission of our big sister, the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese. So, by the Grace of God here
we are now!

As chairperson of the Dublin Council of Churches |
hereby formally welcome the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Dublin into the newly constituted Dublin
Council of Churches. On behalf of our 8 other patrons |



welcome you, Your Grace to your new office as
Patron. May you together with your fellow patrons help
to guide us with your wisdom and accompany the work
of the Executive Committee with your prayer.

We ask God our Father to continue to bless us and
direct us through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ that the work of
our Council may be a conduit of his will to Unity in
Love. Amen.”

The Parish-based Integration Project

—ayearon

Adrian Cristea (Project Worker) offers this reflection
about the future direction of the project:

The project’s broad objective is to promote practical
integration of immigrants based around parishes or
local congregations. The first year involved developing
support material for promotion of local integration
parish-based activities, adapting training material for
local groups, visiting local parish groups to provide
assistance and practical support required for their
integration activities. It also focused on assembling
resource material from those locations demonstrating
best integration practice. As it enters into its second
year, the project will focus on enhancing its website
(www.iccsi.ie ) with case studies and new resources,
continue to provide assistance to local communities
and much needed follow-up and on-going support to
those communities already contacted. Feedback from
the local parishes and congregations who have
already engaged with the project is very positive, all
emphasising the usefulness of its key parish
integration guidelines

A more comprehensive and perhaps more valuable
resource being developed is a guidebook for the
integration of new immigrants into their local parishes.
It is envisaged that this new resource, now at final draft
stage, will provide the wider framework for devising the
appropriate integration strategies within the local
parishes and congregations context. It will illustrate
models of best practice using detailed case studies
and make suggestions for their adaptation and
implementation into the particular circumstances of
local parishes and congregations. The variety of
lessons being learned by various church communities,
as they grapple with the problems and opportunities of
creating a diverse and integrated community, has
much to offer other groups in the wider Irish society as
a whole.

Another priority for the Parish-based Integration
Project is to provide a focus for coordination and

sharing resources and experiences  between (i) the
agencies and committees of individual churches, (ii)
the relevant statutory and non-statutory agencies and
(i) other bodies dealing with immigrants. This is
particularly relevant as local communities new to
integration activities are likely to be unaware of
existing services and agencies. So the project helps to
inform people of the existing services and agencies
and to make initial contact. The project helped to
organise and coordinate a Dublin City Churches focus
group with ethnic churches to obtain their perspective
on an anti-racism, diversity and integration strategy for
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Dublin City. The focus groups were essential to
gathering information about perceptions, issues, and
priorities for these communities. The project brought
together representatives of the Roman Catholic,
Church of Ireland, Methodist, Presbyterian, Romanian
Orthodox and Indian Orthodox churches; the Network
of Christian Leaders in Ireland (also known as “Joy in

the Nation”); and the Inter Church Committee on
Social  Issues. Further information:  email
adrian@iccsi.ie

Justice and Truth -
Forgetting

In an interesting article in this month’s Presbyterian
Herald, Noreen Erskine includes interviews on this
subject with Rev Dr Lesley Carroll (Fortwilliam and
Macrory PCI) and David Porter (Director of the Centre
for Contemporary Christianity in Ireland). They are
amongst the eight members of the Consultative Group
on the Past, ‘which was set up last summer to seek
views across the community on the best way to deal
with the legacy of the past 40 years of conflict. Co-
chaired by the former Church of Ireland Primate Lord
Eames and Denis Bradley, the former vice chairman of
the Policing Board, it has had over 100 private
meetings with organisations and individuals. It has also
received 260 written submissions and around 2,500
letters. It's due to produce a report this summer
containing recommendations that might help Northern
Ireland move forward in the quest to build a shared
future.’

Remembering and

In this article, Dr Carroll said ‘two issues have been to
the fore in many of the private meetings — the desire
for truth and the desire for justice. Some people want
justice, some want truth. Everyone is somewhere on
the justice/truth spectrum. Some people want
someone to pay for what was done to their loved ones.
Others don't, and simply want to know why their loved
ones were designated as legitimate targets when they
weren't. Two other big issues on the same spectrum
perspective are remembering and forgetting. Some
people have come to us and said let the political
process take its own road....don’t be dragging up stuff
from the past, let it just settle. Other people are saying,
we need to find out what went on, why did things
happen? For example there would be a big tension on
the remembering/forgetting spectrum around the
issues of collusion, informers, shoot to kill policies and
so on.’

For Mr Porter, ‘the biggest issue emerging ... has been
the pain and trauma that many of the victims of the
conflict still suffer. It's been the stuff that people live
with on a daily basis, and the trans-generational
impact of that. He points out ‘the absence of
submissions from many parts of Northern Ireland’'s
business and academic sectors.” He added that
‘detailed submissions were made to the group by the
three main Protestant churches. So far there has been
none from the Catholic Church. It says it is working on
a reflective paper dealing with the past which will be
made to the group.... Describing much of the
submissions from the three mainstream Protestant
churches as a ‘disappointment’, he goes on ‘to speak
personally, and not for the group as a whole, | feel
there was a failure of theological nerve, with one



exception. Two of the churches said nothing about
forgiveness, nothing about what could be redemptive,
nothing of a spiritual challenge to what grace means.
Love of enemy, not of neighbour, requires sacrificial
action on our part, when we have been offended and
damaged by our enemy, and is at the heart of the
gospel of grace.’

Read about the exception and the full article in the
Presbyterian Herald, March 2008.

Ten Commandments for Road Users

Last year the Vatican issued “Ten Commandments” for
motorists to help them avoid road rage, to make sure
their vehicles are safe, and to ensure that they do not
put other road users’ lives at risk.

“Unbalanced behaviour varies according to individuals
and circumstances, and may include impoliteness,
rude gestures, cursing, blasphemy, loss of sense of
responsibility, or deliberate infringement of the
Highway Code,” says the Pontifical Council for the
Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People in a 19
June '07 document entitled “Guidelines for the Pastoral
Care of the Road”.

“For some drivers, the unbalanced behaviour is
expressed in insignificant ways, whilst in others in may
produce some serious excesses that depend on
character, level of education, an incapacity for self-
control and the lack of a sense of responsibility,” the
guidelines note.The document also records that during
the 20" century approximately 35 million people lost
their lives in road accidents, whilst around one and a
half billion were injured. In 2000, there were 1,260,000
road deaths, the guidelines explain, while about 90 per
cent of accidents were due to human error.

The exercise of charity by drivers has a “dual’
dimension, says the pontifical council: “The first
regards looking after one’s own vehicle, which means
making sure that it is sage from a technical point of
view, so as not to knowingly put one’s own or other
people’s lives at risk.” The second dimension is about
the “love of travellers whose lives should not be
endangered by incorrect or careless manoeuvres that
may cause harm to both passengers and pedestrians”.
Good drivers, the guidelines say, “courteously give
way to pedestrians, are not offended when overtaken,
allow someone who wishes to drive faster to pass and
do not seek revenge”.

The Vatican’s “Ten Commandments” for motorists are:

1) Thou shalt not Kill.

2) The road shall be for you a means of
communion between people and not mortal
harm.

3) Courtesy, uprightness and prudence will help
you deal with unforeseen events.

4) Be charitable and help your neighbour in need,
especially victims of accidents.

5) Cars shall not be for you an expression of
power and domination, and an occasion of sin.

6) Charitably convince the young and not so
young, not to drive when they are not in a
fitting condition to do so.

7) Support the families of accident victims.
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8) Bring guilty motorists and their victims
together, at the appropriate time, so that they
can undergo the liberating experience of
forgiveness.

9) On the road, protect the more vulnerable
party.

10) Feel responsible towards others.

(ENI July 2007)

Ecumenical Diary

2008
- European Year of Intercultural Dialogue with

its theme ‘Together in Diversity’: www.nccri.ie,

and www.interculturaldialogue2008.eu

60™ anniversary of World Council of Churches

(1948)

50" anniversary of European parliament

(1958)

10" anniversary of Good Friday Agreement

(1998)

March 8-April 19 in Derry/Londonderry

Visit an international exhibition of Irish quilts at the
Junction which has been inspired by overseas
experiences of women dealing with the past in
situations of violent conflict.  Further information:
Roberta Bacic, ph.028.7136.1942 and
www.derrycity.gov.uk/museums/towerevents/asp

March 21 in West Belfast

The Cornerstone Community is inviting those ‘who
share our hope for justice and peace everywhere on
earth’ to join them on a Good Friday walk which will
encircle the Shankill/Falls Peace Line. Starting at
4.45pm in the car park of Clonard church, it will be led
by cross-bearers and finish before 6pm in the park
near their community house at 445 Springfield Rd.
Further details: ph. 028.9032.1649.

March 27 - 30 in Dublin

Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends.
Contact details: Alan Pim, Yearly Meeting Clerk, ph
00353(0)51.396132, www.quakers-in-ireland.ie

April 2 in Bray, Co Wicklow

The AGM of the Irish Council of Churches will be held
in the Bray Methodist church from 10.30-4.30pm. Its
theme will be ‘Witnessing together in a changing
Ireland’ with David Quinn (lona Institute) as the main
speaker and a response from Bishop Richard Clarke
(Meath and Kildare). Afternoon workshops will link the
theme to family life, suicide and the meaning of church
today. Rev Tony Davidson (Presbyterian) will be
installed ass the incoming President of ICC. Further
details: Inter Church office 028.9066.3145,
www.irishchurches.org

April 3 in Dublin

Dublin Council of Churches will be holding its AGM at
7.30pm. Further information e-mail:
dcc.secretary@catalyst.ie or visit
www.dublinchurches.ie




April 4-6 in Belfast

Celebration of Hope, a major evangelistic festival
featuring Franklin Graham will be held in the Odyssey
Arena. Programme includes a Kidsfest for 6-11 year
olds, a Youth Night, a united prayer service and open
evening services. Further details:
www.celebrationofhope.co.uk; or 114 Hollywood Red,
BT4 1NU, or ph. 028.9022.0862

April 7-14 Intercultural and Anti Racism Week

A series of events will be coordinated nationwide by
the national Consultative Committee on Racism and
Interculturalism with a focus on formal and informal
education. Further details: Kate Morris, kate@nccri.ie,
ph 003531.8588000, www.nccri.ie

April 10 in Loughrea, Co Galway

Very Rev Johnny Doherty (Superior, Redemptorist
Monastery, Esker) will be reflecting on ‘Where is the
Church going?’ at the monthly meeting of the
Ecumenical Fellowship at Oak House/ Dairthech,
Ballydugan. Further details: Claire Besnyoe, ph.
00353(0)91.843.004

April 10-13 in Prague

Robert Cochran (Methodist) will be representing ICC at
the next Plenary of the Conference of European
Church’s Church & Society Commission. It will focus
on issues relating to intercultural dialogue, review/plan
Church & Society work programmes and prepare for
the 13th CEC Assembly being held in Lyon in July
20009.

April 12 in Co Down

The annual Women'’s Link Fellowship Day will be held
from 10-4pm at the Quaker Centre in Moyallen, 117
Stramore Road, Portadown, Co Down. Revd Canon
Katharine Poulton will be speaking on the day’'s theme
‘Who is my Neighbour?’ Further details: Joyce Bond,
ph.028.2586.1215, email jfa.bond@btinternet.com or
through the Inter-Church Centre in Belfast,
028.9066.3145, email irish.churches@btconnect.com

April 12 in Larne

The Drumalis Environment Group are running a Re-
inhabiting the Earth Spring Conference under the
theme ‘Well-being’ with a panel of contributors from
Friends of the Earth NI, Faith and Ecology Group, Eco-
Congregation Ireland, Global Action Plan, Woodbrooke
Quaker Study Centre and Llanidloes Energy Solutions.
Cost: £10. Venue: Drumalis Centre, 47 Glenarm Rd.
Further details ph 028.2827.2196,
drumalis@btconnect.com, www.drumalis.co.uk

April 15 in Carnmoney

A special event for dads, run by Care for the Family
will be held from 7.30-10pm at Carnmoney
Presbyterian Church (and repeated the next day at the
Lodge Hotel in Coleraine). The conference is designed
to encourage fathers in their role and give them

practical advice and support. Cost £6.Further
Information: ph 028.9262.8050,
www.careforthefamily.org.uk/dads (Presbyterian Herald

March 2008)
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April 16 in Dublin

‘Celtic Spirituality’: a one day course offering lessons
in inculturation, Christian mission and a more
integrated spirituality - presented by John Joe Spring
at the Irish Missionary Union, Mount Argus. Further
information: ph. 01.492.3326 or www.imu.ie

April 16 in West Belfast

‘Restoring relationships: an ethical approach to
criminal justice’ with Dame Nuala O’Loan (former
Police Ombudsman) and Chief Inspector Kit Chivers
speaking from 7.30-9.30pm at Forthspring Inter
Community group, Springfield Rd. For information
phone the Irish School of Ecumenics: 028.9077.5010

April 17 in Dundalk

At part of its first meeting of the year, the Irish-Inter
Church Committee will be holding a discussion with
Dick Roche TD (Minister of State for European Affairs)
about the EU Lisbon Treaty referendum
(www.consilium.europa.eu). All members of the ICC
Executive have been invited.

April 25 in Dublin

The Prior (Br. Alois) and Brothers of the Taizé
Community will be attending an evening prayer and
vigil and inviting young people aged 15-35 and local
church leaders to join them in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral,
Marlborough Street at 8pm. Further details: ph. Fr
Damien  McNeice  00353(0)85.8233681, email
taizedublin@gmail.com, or visit www.taizeireland.com

April 26 in Belfast

As part of their Pilgrimage of Trust on Earth, the Prior
(Br. Alois) and Brothers of the Taizé Community will
be attending an evening prayer and vigil and inviting
young people aged 15-35 and local church leaders to
join them in St Anne’s Cathedral, Donegall Street at
8pm. A pilgrimage from St Peter’'s Catholic Cathedral
is planned before the event. Further details: Lindsay
Bagwell, email lindsaybagwell@yahoo.co.uk, or visit
www.taizeireland.com

April 25-26 in Armagh

A residential is being held at Charlemont Arms Hotel to
train and inspire faith-based youth workers in peace
building work across traditional divides, using Youth
Link’s ‘Kairos’ programme. Further details: John
Peacock, ph 028.9032.3217.

April 27
Many Orthodox churches will be celebrating
Pascha/Easter on this day.

April 29 in Belfast

A celebration of church-based peace building youth
work will be held at the Black Box Theatre at 7.30pm.
Through storytelling and music, it will challenge and
inspire young people and youth workers to build
relationships towards peace. Further information:
Jeremy Gardiner, ph. 028.9032.3217

April 30 in Belfast

Dr Gladys Ganiel (Reconciliation Studies) will speak
on the topic ‘The Churches and Community Relations’
at 11am at the Irish School of Ecumenics, 683 Antrim
Rd. Further information; ph 028.9077.0061



April 29 - May 1 in Edinburgh

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) will be
combining its AGM with a Senior Representatives
Forum. Further information: www.ctbi.org.uk

May 11 — Global Day of Prayer

Events are being organised in NI in Ballynahinch,
Ballymena, Bangor, Belfast, Carrickfergus, Coleraine,
Dungannon, Larne, Newry and Omagh. Further
details: Margaret Clarke maclarke@dsl.pipex.com,
www.transformations-ireland.org. Events are also
planned in Dublin, Clonmacnois (Connaught) and
Killarglin (Co Kerry):
www.globaldayofprayer.com/countries/ireland.php

May 12 - 15 at Swanwick Centre, Derbyshire

‘Minding the Gaps’ is the theme of the Retreat
Association Conference held once every four years.
Abbot Christopher Jamison, Dr Gordon Lynch and
Eley McAinsh are the keynote speakers. Further
information: Ph 0044(0)20.7357.7736,
info@retreats.org.uk or visit www.retreats.org.uk

May 13 - 15 in Galway

Church of Ireland will be holding its General Synod at
the Radisson Hotel. Further information:
www.synod.ireland.anglican.org/2008

May 14 in Belfast

‘Remembering the Future: ethics and commemoration
in a new context’

with Prof. Marianne Elliott (Univ. of Liverpool) and Dr
Eamon Phoenix (Stranmillis Univ. College) speaking
between 7.30-9.30pm at St Colmcille’s, Upper
Newtownards Rd. Phone ISE: 028.9077.5010

May 15 in Belfast

Chaplains Conference on ‘Suicide and the Church’ at
Church House 10-3pm. Register with the Board of
Social Witness, email bsw@presbyterianireland.org

May 17-19 in Dublin and Belfast

Bishop Wolfgang Huber (President of the German
EKD Lutheran church) will be visiting Ireland for the
first time, meeting with members of the Lutheran
Church in Ireland, with church leaders, preaching and
giving several lectures. Further information: ph. Rev
Joachim and Corinna Diestelkamp, ph.
00353(0)1.676.6548, www.lutheran-ireland.org

May 17-24 in Co. Cork

Walk the Sheep’s Head Way in small groups with the
Pilgrim Adventure team, wanting to enrich their
Christian journey and enjoy a break with like-minded
people. Other pilgrimages to sites of Celtic significance
are undertaken between April and September in the
isles of Scilly, Islay, Pembrokeshire, Cornwall and
Cadair Idris. Further information:
ph.0044(0)1834.844212, email
pilgrim.adventures@virgin.net or visit www.pilgrim-

adventure.org.uk

May 30 - June 1 at Swanwick Conference Centre,
Derbyshire

Churches Together in England are organising a
residential weekend on the theme ‘Engaging
Spirituality @ theGathering’, and the implications for
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local churches. Speakers from Churches Media
Council, Coptic Orthodox, Global Day of Prayer, Free
Churches Group and CTE; Bible studies; seminars and
workshops; discussion groups and plenaries. Cost
£160 full board. Further information: www.churches-

together.net

June 2-5 in Belfast

Presbyterian Church will be holding its General
Assembly at Church House, Fisherwick Place. Further
information: www.presbyterianireland.org

June 6-10 in Londonderry/Derry
Methodist Church’s Annual Conference.
information: www.irishmethodist.org

Further

June 9-11 in Swanwick, Derbyshire

The Annual Conference of the Churches Media
Council will be held at this Conference centre on the
theme ‘Going Digital — searching for values in the New
Media environment’. It will provide a unique
opportunity for media professionals and faith leaders to
engage in a lively debate about the challenges of the
digital future. It will offer keynote sessions on media
ethics, convergence, social networking and new
initiatives in faith broadcasting. Rev Eileen Cremin
(Fermoy) and Revd Chris Glover (Co. Antrim) are Irish
members on the Council. Further information
ph.0845.6520027, info@churchesmediacouncil.org.uk;
www.churchesmediacouncil.org.uk/conference

June 9-27 in Dublin

Summer School in Spirituality will take place at
Milltown Institute. Further information: Helen Manning,
ph.00353(0)1.277.6322, email: hmanning@milltown-
instiute.ie

June 11 in Belfast

‘Can we ever know the Truth?- towards the healing of
memories’ with Rev Harold Good (former President,
Methodist Church) and Maureen Hetherington
(Towards Understanding & Healing L/Derry) from 7.30-
9.30pm in the Linenhall Library, Donegall Sq North. Ph
ISE 028.9077.5010

June 18 - 21 in Belfast

Dancing at the Crossroads: an international gathering
of Christians to share learning and experience of
reconciliation. This event is organised by the Abigail
Initiative of the Centre for Contemporary Christianity in
Ireland, in partnership with the Global Network for
Reconciliation, and funded by EU Peace funding and
the CRC’s Outward and Forward Looking Region
Programme. Further details:
events@contemporarychristianity.org

June 21 in London

An ecumenical day conference - Moving forward
together - is being held in the William Booth College,
Champion Park, Denmark Hill, SE5 on the topic ‘The
future shape of the churches’ with Rev Dr David
Cornick  (newly appointed General Secretary,
Churches Together in England) as keynote speaker.
£20. Further information: Ginette Egan 0044
(0)20.7367.4619, or e-mail
ginette.egan@salvationarmy.org.uk




July 13-18 in Sligo

The theme for this years New Wine Ireland
conference is ‘Kingdom Come’ with Canon John
Hughes (Birmingham) leading the Bible sessions.
Venue: Clarion Hotel. Further details:
0044(0)7813.473376, inffo@new-wineireland.co.uk,
www.newwineireland.co.uk

July 16-August 4 in Canterbury

Anglican Bishops’ Lambeth Conference will be held at
the University of Kent. Further information:
www.lambethconference.org/Ic2008/programme

June 24-26 near Limerick

Glenstal Abbey will be hosting its annual Ecumenical
Conference on the theme ‘Love bade me welcome —
costly grace of hospitality.” Further information: Gillian
Kingston email: gmkingston@gmail.com

and www.glenstal.org

August 29-31 in Dublin

Discernment retreat facilitated by Tom Grenham SPS
and Rita Kelly MMM at Orlagh Retreat Centre for
missionaries discerning whether to return to Ireland or
remain on overseas mission. Further information:
ph.00353(0)1.492.3326, or www.imu.ie

October 29- November 2 in Bosé (ltaly)

The WCC Faith and Order Secretariat are holding an
international symposium on the theme
‘Commemorating the Witnesses of the Past — an
ecumenical opportunity’. Further information: WCC
Faith and Order Commission.

October 30-31 in Birmingham

The next Future Church Conference is being held at
Woodbrooke Quaker Centre, Selly Oak and being
planned by the Centre for Mission Accompaniment
Development Group. Further details: Global Mission
Network (CTBI), ph. 0044(0)20.7654.7254

Articles for next edition

The next edition of Irish Ecumenical News will be
published in the Autumn 2008. Contributions that
would interest local faith communities and the wider
ecumenical movement on this island, and are no more
then 150 words, are invited to be sent to the Inter-
Church Centre before Auqust 14th . (Please include
local contact details.) Help to contribute ecumenical
information that's useful and relevant to others on this
island and which advances the Gospel mandate to be
one.

Extend the links

When you have finished reading this newsletter, do
pass it on to others to share in your community so we
can strengthen our networking as an ecumenical
movement. New readers are invited to send us their
email address so we can include them in future
mailings. Any comments about this edition, what's
useful or otherwise, are welcomed.

Michael Earle , Editor

General Secretary, Irish Council of Churches
Executive Secretary, Irish Inter-Church Meeting
Easter 2008

(See front page for full contact details for the
Inter-Church Centre office)
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