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The staff from the Inter-Church centre would like to wish all 
our readers a blessed Easter. We invite you to include 
members of all your local churches and faith communities in 
your prayers as we prepare for this walk through Holy 
Week, remember Jesus’ crucifixion and then celebrate 
Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday. The Lord is risen 
indeed! Let us celebrate this gift together in all our churches 
on this island. 

 
Our Guest Editorial is written by 
Professor Linda Hogan, who was 
appointed in 2006 as the Professor of 
Ecumenics and Head of School at the 
Irish School of Ecumenics 
(www.tcd.ie/ise). She can be contacted at 
isedir@tcd.ie 

  
In 2010, the Christian churches will mark the centenary of 
the 1910 World Missionary Conference.  This gathering in 
Edinburgh is widely recognized as the formative event in the 
emergence of the modern ecumenical movement.  As part of 
our centenary celebrations the Irish School of Ecumenics 
has embarked on a research project entitled Visioning 21st 
Century Ecumenism: Diversity, Dialogue & Reconciliation.  
Our intention is to use the centenary as a focal point for the 
ecumenical movement – in Ireland and internationally – to 
re-evaluate its theological significance and impact, and to 
revision the ecumenical project.  The research is being 
funded by the Irish Research Council for the Humanities 
and Social Sciences and its aims are. 
 

·  to gather empirical data on how religious 
communities in Ireland deal with diversity,  
religious pluralism, inter-faith dialogue and 
reconciliation and in particular to identify the 
internal resources (textual, doctrinal, historical, etc) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
to facilitate fruitful engagement with other religious 
traditions;  
·  to delineate and promote models of comparative 

theology and good relationship in churches and 
faith communities; 

·  to develop robust theological models to frame 
meaningful engagement with contemporary debates 
about diversity, inter-faith dialogue, ecumenical 
reception and  reconciliation; 

·  to develop theologically-grounded teaching and 
learning resources with and for bodies concerned 
with building mutual understanding and 
relationship between divided Christian churches, 
and between the Christian churches, other faith-
based bodies and various culturally, ethnically and 
religiously diverse agencies. 

  
Central to our project will be a host of collaborations, with 
churches and ecumenical groups throughout Ireland and 
beyond; with leaders of churches and faith-communities; 
with key educators and with theologians, social scientists 
and policy-makers.  
   
The first stage will be an ‘ecumenical audit’ in which we 
gather information about what both clergy and laypeople see 
as the most important issues facing churches and faith 
communities, as well as how they approach issues around 
diversity, reconciliation and ecumenism. The audit will 
consist of two web-based surveys, one for clergy and one for 
laypeople. These will be easily accessible at 
www.ecumenics.ie.  In the coming months we will be 
contacting all clergy in Ireland and Northern Ireland and 
asking them to complete the survey. We also will ask them 
to encourage laypeople to complete the survey. The 
information from the audit will directly inform our 
theological work.  
 
 
 

� � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � �
� � 	 
 �� � 	 
 �� � 	 
 �� � 	 
 � � � � 
 � �� � � 
 � �� � � 
 � �� � � 
 � �

� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � ����
Inter-Church Centre, 48 Elmwood Avenue, Belfast BT9 6AZ    

Tel : 90 663 145 
Fax:  90 664 160   

   email: ien@irishchurches.org  
                     www.irishchurches.org     
 

An occasional ecumenical information resource for the 3,250 faith communities of the 15 churches in membership with 
the Irish Inter Church Meeting and Irish Council of Churches (*see below); for an informal network of local and regional 
inter-church groups; and for interested laity and clergy on the island of Ireland and across the waters. 
Member Churches 
The Catholic Church in Ireland, The Antiochian Orthodox Church in Ireland, The Church of Ireland, The Greek Orthodox 
Church in Ireland, The LifeLink Network of Churches, The Lutheran Church in Ireland, The Methodist Church in Ireland, 
The Moravian Church (Irish District), The Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church of Ireland, The Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland, The Religious Society of Friends in Ireland, Rock of Ages Cherubim and Seraphim Church, The Romanian 
Orthodox Church in Ireland, The Russian Orthodox Church in Ireland, The Salvation Army (Ireland Division). 
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In the second and third years of our project, we will conduct 
in-depth case studies of a number of congregations in 
Ireland and Northern Ireland. Our audit will help us identify 
congregations with creative and constructive approaches to 
diversity, reconciliation, and ecumenical relations, from 
which lessons of good practice may be developed and 
shared. 
 
We hope that, in taking stock of the theological significance 
and legacy of the ecumenical movement, we will be able to 
throw significant light on the emerging challenges in 
interchurch and interreligious encounter today and thereby 
advance contemporary theological scholarship on religious 
pluralism, interreligious dialogue and ecumenical 
reconciliation.   
 

Note  
Every effort has been made to check the accuracy of 
information provided in this edition of Irish 
Ecumenical News, but readers are still encouraged to 
double check the primary sources for dates, venues and 
websites.  
 
 

Ecumenical congratulations to:  
 
Cardinal Sean Brady was appointed last June by Pope 
Benedict XVI to serve on the Vatican Pontifical Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity. Cardinal Walter Kasper has 
served as the Council’s President since 2001. 
www.vatican.va   
 
Rev Stafford Carson has been elected as Moderator-
designate of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, see 
www.presbyterianireland.org/news (3.2.2009) 
 
Bishop Richard Clarke has been appointed as the Church 
of Ireland’s co-Chair of the Covenant Council, see 
www.covenantcouncil.com. The Co-Chair from the 
Methodist Church in Ireland continues to be Rev David 
Kerr.  
 
Steve Clifford has been appointed as General Director of 
Evangelical Alliance UK, see www.eauk.org 
 
Fr Patrick Hederman has been elected by his community 
of Benedictine monks as Abbott of Glenstal Abbey in 
Limerick, see www.glenstal.org, ph. 0035361.386103 
 
Indian Orthodox Church  have recently been accepted into 
membership of the Dublin Council of Churches. They 
celebrate their Holy Liturgy on Sundays at 1.30pm at St 
George and St Thomas, Cathal Brugha St, Dublin 1. Their 
priest is Fr Koshy Vaidyan who can be contacted at 01 652 
3058, email vicar@indianorthodoxireland.org 
  
His Holiness Metropolitan Kirill  has been enthroned as 
Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church. He visited 
Dublin in December 2001 to establish the Russian 
Orthodox’ mission to Ireland and bless their church in 
Harold’s Cross.  
 
 

Dr David Poole has received an Unsung Heroes Award 
from Dublin City Council in December for his voluntary 
work over a 26-year period with the Ana Liffey Drug 
Project and as the Chairperson of its Council of 
Management. Incidentally, David has also served 
continuously on the ICC Executive Committee on behalf of 
the Religious Society of Friends since November 1970, as 
President of the Irish Council of Churches (1984-6), and as 
Chairperson of the Executive Board of the Irish School 
of Ecumenics (1989-97). 
 
In Memoriam 
Ecumenical friends will be sad to hear of the death on Ash 
Wednesday of Rev Myles Rearden CM, aged 69, who had 
been the Organising Secretary for the Greenhills Ecumenical 
Conference for some ten years. A Vincentian priest, he had 
served as a missionary in Nigeria and Tanzania and was 
working as Spiritual Director at the Pontifical University in 
Maynooth at the time of his death. He was both a translator 
and author of several books on Christian Spirituality. He 
regularly contributed articles to ‘The Furrow’ and wrote 
three essays on spirituality for the ‘Deepest Freshness - 
Deep Down Thing’ that was published by the Irish Inter-
Church Meeting (2005). RIP 
 
 

Updated website on Irish ecumenism   
This edition of Irish Ecumenical News, along with an up to 
date calendar of ecumenical events and countless resources 
for use by local parishes, faith communities and ecumenical 
groups, can be downloaded from our website at 
www.irishchurches.org. The content can only be as good 
and useful as the information that you, as readers, send to 
this office about dates/stories of ecumenical events taking 
place in your area and resources you have found helpful in 
your groups. Let’s develop this as a network of ideas and 
actions to stimulate and encourage each other at the local 
level with the purpose of strengthening the witness of the 
Body of Christ on this island. 
 
 

 From a child’s perspective………. 
     
A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom 
of children while they were drawing. She would 
occasionally walk around to see each child's work. As 
she got to one little girl who was working diligently, 
she asked what the drawing was. The girl replied, 
"I'm drawing God." The teacher paused and said, "But 
no one knows what God looks like."  Without missing 
a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the 
girl replied, "They will in a minute."  
 
 
The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a 
church-run primary school for lunch. At the head of 
the table was a large pile of apples. The teacher made 
a note, and posted on the apple tray: "Take only ONE. 
God is watching."  Moving further along the lunch 
line, at the other end of the table was a large pile of 
chocolate chip biscuits.  A child had written a note, 
"Take all you want. God is watching the apples.” 
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Pastoral letter from Irish church 
leaders (March 13)  
 
Cardinal Seán Brady - Roman Catholic Primate 
Rev Aian Ferguson - Methodist President 
Archbishop Alan Harper - Church of Ireland Primate 
Rt Rev Donald Patton - Presbyterian Moderator 
Rev Tony Davidson - President of the Irish Council of Churches 
Rev Stephen Cave - National Director of Evangelical Alliance NI 
 
TOGETHER FOR GOOD 
We have all been shocked and hurt by the tragic events of 
the last few days, with the murders of two young soldiers 
and a policeman - Sapper Mark Quinsey and Sapper Patrick 
Azimkar, at Massereene Barracks and Constable Stephen 
Carroll in Craigavon. Across the community, people have 
been united in anger, sympathy and revulsion, but 
underlying the raw emotions has been a firm determination 
not to go back to what we all thought had been left behind. 
 
We offer our sincere sympathy to the families, friends and 
colleagues of those who have been killed. We also assure 
those who have been injured of our prayers and continuing 
concern. We commend our politicians for their resolute 
leadership, both in condemnation of the murders and their 
determination to draw the community together. We also 
offer our full support to the police service in their 
challenging work to make our communities safer places to 
live. 
 
As Church Leaders, and in discussion with others, we are 
very aware that people want to do more and send a clear 
unambiguous message that we are one community united 
against anyone who wants to return to threat and violence 
rather than democracy and peace as a way forward. 
 
We are therefore asking all our Churches to create 
opportunities for our people to send out a strong message of 
hope and determination to move forward together. It is 
particularly appropriate this Sunday, the closest to St. 
Patrick's Day, that we offer special prayers for our land and 
people. Each Church and community will naturally find a 
different way of doing this - some in the context of their 
normal services; some by creating special times and space 
for people to come together; some communities joining 
together with neighbours from other traditions. We are 
simply encouraging everyone to do something. 
 
Some themes, which may be helpful, are: 

·  Remembering those who have been bereaved and 
praying for the recovery of  those injured. 

·  Giving thanks for how far we have come as a 
community. 

·  Asking for guidance for our politicians and 
community leaders. 

·  Giving thanks for the leadership skills of the PSNI 
and praying that they may carry out their work 
safely. 

·  Encouraging people to think and work for a better 
future and to speak and act for peace. 

We are also suggesting that, as a practical sign of our  
revulsion towards violence and our determination as one  
 
 

 
community to speak with one voice on this issue, people  
wear a purple ribbon or other item of purple clothing.  
Purple is associated with Lenten reflection and is offered as 
a strong outward symbol of people's commitment to 
working together for good. 
 
Ecumenical witness  
Clergy in Antrim brought local people from their 
congregations to pray together on the morning after the 
brutal murders of two soldiers at the Massereene Barracks in 
Antrim.  Fr Tony Devlin (Catholic), Rev Jack Moore 
(Methodist), Rev Stephen McBrien (Church of Ireland) and 
Rev Ian McKee (Presbyterian) led the crowd with the Lord’s 
Prayer and in a minute’s silence at the police cordon outside 
the murder scene. The words of the Catholic priest who led 
his parishioners in praying for the souls of the dead soldiers 
inspired Dr Ian Paisley Senior to remark in the House of 
Commons that ‘this was one of the greatest speeches I’ve 
ever heard from a man of the cloth.’ (Irish Times editorial 
11/3/09). This simple act of witnessing together inspired 
further ecumenical actions in other towns and communities 
around the island following the murder of a police officer in 
Lurgan 48 hours later. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
families of Constable Stephen Carroll and others killed and 
injured by this recent outbreak of violence.   
 

Ecumenical resources for local 
groups     
 
Church Fora Newsletter 
The fourth issue (Winter 2008) carries news, activities and 
plans of a number of ecumenical groups that are in touch 
with Eileen Gallagher of the Irish School of Ecumenics. 
These include Ballycastle Church Action; Carrickfergus 
Borough Church Forum; Cavan Inter-Church Group; 
Coleraine Churches Forum; Cookstown and District Inter-
Church Forum; Dungannon District Churches Forum; and 
Fermanagh Churches Forum. Further details: 
eccgallagher@yahoo.co.uk or ph ISE at 028.9077.5010  
 
Directory of Migrant-led churches and Chaplaincies 
AICCMR (All-Ireland Churches Consultative Meeting on 
Racism) launched this new resource last December as a 
resource for migrants, local churches, visitors, community 
groups and service providers. It has focused on churches and 
chaplaincies, where migrants are leaders and where their 
congregation are migrant majority and has identified 361 
faith communities in every county throughout the island. 
The Directory can be downloaded from the inter-church 
website (at www.irishchurches.org). AICCMR brings 
together the gifts and expertise of a small committed group 
of individuals from the Catholic, Church of Ireland, 
Presbyterian, Methodist and independent churches.  
 
Doagh Famine Village, Inishowen, Co Donegal 

    ‘The census of 1841 showed the population at its peak with 
8.5 million living on the island of Ireland. A decade later, it 
had fallen to 6 million as a result of deaths and emigration 
brought on by the Famine…. Catholics blamed their 
Protestant neighbours and their landlords. Protestants 
believed they had been badly treated by their Catholic 
neighbours and that the Famine was an act of God. Visit this  
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     privately funded, interdenominational outdoor museum on  
     Doagh Island and discover more about our past, including a 

Mass Rock, a Presbyterian Meeting House, an Orange Hall 
and a Republican Safe House. The Centre is designed not to 
divide on religious grounds but to show a view of past 
history where there were no winners.’ Admission €7. 
Further details: ph 086 8464 749, 
www.doaghfaminevillage.com 

 
Eames/Bradley Consultative Group on the Past (2009) 
A number of churches and ecumenical groups are taking the 
time to study and discuss this important report which can be 
downloaded from www.cgpni.org. Amongst its main 
recommendations is a specific challenge for churches:  
The Legacy Commission should engage specifically with 
the Christian Churches in NI to encourage them to review 
and rethink their contribution to a non-sectarian future in 
the light of their past, particularly in the area of education. 
Churches are also encouraged to support the continuation of 
the annual day of reflection (initiated by Healing Through 
Remembering on June 21) each year with consideration to 
re-naming the event a Day of Reflection and Reconciliation.   
ICC Executive will be meeting this month with Rev Dr 
Lesley Carroll, one of the members of the Consultative 
Group, to discuss the Report. 
 
An Easter resource  
‘One of the Crowd’ is an ecumenical resource that invites 
the reader to see themselves as one of the crowd in 
Jerusalem and the changing scenes that occur over those 
eight days leading up to Easter. Written by Rev Rachel 
Dobie (Church of Scotland), it can be downloaded from 
www.acts-scotland.org 
 

 Ecumenical eco-service 
The Three Rock Churches’ Environment Group from 
Dundrum Methodist, Holy Cross, Society of Friends 
(Church Town and Whitechurch) and Kilternan Church of 
Ireland led a service of worship, prayer and reflection in 
south Dublin last year on the theme ‘Celebrating Creation’. 
The group is in initiative of the Eco-Congregation Ireland 
and aims to explore ways in which local churches can 
promote environmental awareness within the local 
community. Further detail: Helen Shiel 
 www.ecocongregationireland.org. 
 (Methodist Newsletter December 2008) 
   
Greenhills 2009 
Rev. Brendan Leahy, Professor of Systematic Theology at 
Maynooth, was the keynote speaker at the annual 
ecumenical conference, which has provided space to bring 
our different traditions together since 1966. His theme was 
‘The Eucharist: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow – a 
Reformation perspective’. Describing the Eucharist as 
central to reformation in the life of the Church and as a new 
way of being in Christ with one another, he concluded we 
are at an intermediate stage in the journey to full 
communion.  A full copy of his well argued speech can be 
downloaded on www.irishchurches.org (under Recent 
Documents). Dr Lindsey Hall and Rev Grace Clunie 
responded with thoughtful questions about the Eucharist as 
the foretaste of the heavenly banquet: As there were 
different models of breaking bread in the early Church, why 
do we expect the Eucharist to require a common 
understanding and interpretation today? If it is the Lord’s 
table and He is the host in the Sacrament, why do we turn  

people away from sharing in this meal?  Read a good 
summary of the conference in the Methodist Newsletter 
March 2009, p.31  
 
Inter church services in Irish in Dublin and Belfast 
Gach bhliain, bíonn seirbhís idirchreidmheach á eagru in 
Ardteampall Chriost i mBaile Átha Cliath le haghaidh 
Seachtain na hAontachta Críostaí. Cumann Gaelach na 
hEaglaise (an dream a chuireann an Ghaeilge chun cinn in 
Eaglais na hÉireann) agus Pobal an Aifrinn (grúpa 
Caitliceach Romhánach) a bhíonn ina mbun. Bhí an tseirbhís 
seo ar siúl ar an 23 Eanáir i mbliana, agus bhí slua maith i 
láthair. An tUrr Adrienne Galligan (reachtaire Croimghinne) 
a bhí ina seanmóirí, agus chualathas amhranaíocht ó chór 
Ghaelscoil Chill Dheagláin. Leas-Ard Mhéara Bhaile Átha 
Cliath agus an Dr Kenneth Milne (ball de Choiste Chumann 
Gaelach na hEaglaise) a thug na léachtanna. I mBéal Feirste, 
bíonn seirbhísí rialta i nGaeilge ag Séipéal Fitzroy ag an  
ngrúpa Preispitéarach "An Tor ar Lasadh".  
 
Each year an inter-Church service in Irish is held at 
Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin during the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. This service is jointly 
organised by Cumann Gaelach na hEaglaise (the body 
that seeks to promote the Irish language within the 
Church of Ireland) and the Roman Catholic group 
'Pobal an Aifrinn'(people of the Mass). This year's 
service was held on the 23rd  January 2009 and was 
well attended. The preacher was the Revd Adrienne 
Galligan, rector of Crumlin (Dublin diocese) and the 
choir was provided by the pupils of Gaelscoil Chill 
Dheagláin. The lessons were read by the deputy Lord 
Mayor of Dublin and Dr Kenneth Milne (a member of 
the committee of Cumann Gaelach na hEaglaise). In 
Belfast, regular services in Irish are held at Fitzroy 
Church by the Irish language Presbyterian group "An 
Tor ar Lasadh" (the Burning Bush). Further details: 
Aonghus Dwane (Secretary) ph. 0876232841,  
Email dwaneaonghus@gmail.com,  
www.dublin.anglican.org/resources/seirbhis_as_gaelig
e.php 
 
St Patrick’s Day (March 17) 
Members of the Dublin Council of Churches have 
compiled an ecumenical liturgy for local faith 
communities wanting to celebrate the spiritual roots of 
St Patrick. It was piloted this year at a St Patrick’s 
Tide service in the Lutheran church in Dublin. If you 
would like to plan a similar ecumenical event in your 
area next year, this resource can be downloaded from 
www.irishchurches.org 
 
Unity in Diversity in our Churches 
A practical resource to assist local parishes and 
congregations with the integration of new residents 
into their faith communities and Irish society. 
Produced by Adrian Cristea from the Parish-based 
Integration Project along with Robert Cochran, Rev 
Alan Martin, Tony Walsh, Sr Joan Roddy and Philip 
McKinley, this booklet provides guidelines and models 
of good practice in our churches. It can be freely 
downloaded from www.iccsi.ie and 
 www.irishchurches.org.  
Further details: Adrian Cristea (Project Officer), 
 ph 01.269.0951, email  adrian@iccsi.ie 
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Pause for thought………….. 
 
If you can walk up to your fridge and find food in it, if you 
have clothes on your back, a roof over your head and a bed 
to sleep on, then you are richer than 75% of the world’s 
population today. Doagh Famine Village 

‘Study how a society uses its land and you can come to 
pretty reliable conclusions as to what its future will 
be.’(Small is Beautiful: a Study of Economics as if People 
Mattered by Fritz Schumacher, 1974) Moravian Messenger 
March 2009 

Augustine said ‘Pray as if everything depends on God, act as 
if everything depends on you’. My challenge this week is to 
live that out. Tim Magowan (National Manager TearFund 
NI) in p.s. 3/3/09 (www.contemporarychristianity.org) 
 

 Prayer on ‘New ways’  
     (by Kathy Galloway from the Iona Community) 
 God of our lives, you are always calling us to follow you 

into the future,  
 inviting us to new ventures, new challenges, new ways to care,  

new ways to touch the hearts of all.  
 When we are fearful of the unknown, give us courage. 
 When we worry that we are not up to the task, remind us  
 that you would not call us if you did not believe in us. 
 When we get tired or feel disappointed with the way things 

are going, remind us 
 That you can bring change and hope out of the most difficult 

situations. 
 
 Prayer ( from Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Tegel prison 1943) 
 In me there is darkness, but with you there is light;  
 I am lonely, but you do not leave me; 
 I am feeble in heart, but with you there is help; 
 I am restless, but with you there is peace. 
 In me there is bitterness, but with you there is patience; 
 I do not understand your ways but you know the way for 

me. 
(Moravian Messenger December 2008) 
     
 

ECCR Conference:  
What is the economy for? by Rob Fairmichael 
The “Companies, Communities and Religious Investors” 
conference on socially responsible investment, organised 
primarily by the Ecumenical Council on Corporate 
Responsibility (ECCR), was attended by 80 people at All 
Hallows, Dublin, on 5th March. It was not about the current 
world financial crisis per se, but about the impact the 
economic world makes on people and how we, as 
Christians, should respond.  
 
The scene was set by Robert Cochran (chair of Inter-Church 
Committee on Social Issues/ICCSI), who argued for a 
clearer separation of the social infrastructure role of banks 
from their wholesale, back-office, role as investment 
bankers. The conference had a focus on the impact of our 
economies on the poor world, and how companies impact on 
the global South. Rev Prof Enda McDonagh, speaking on 
the theological basis for socially responsible investment, 
emphasised the extent to which we are relational beings, 
regulated by ethics and morality which overrides the law.  . 
 

Fr Seamus Finn said regulation of business must be 
monitored, reliable and accurate but it was needed on a 
global level and we have a very long way to go on this, he 
said; we need a global regulatory framework or we end up 
with a race to the bottom. Very Rev Dr Sam Hutchinson 
outlined Presbyterian principles, practice and debate on 
these issues. 
 
What a survey by ICCSI showed previously is that at a 
subsidiary level within churches the same strictures may not 
apply as do at a central level. Tony Weekes asked the 
question during the day of what the economy is for -until we 
answer that question adequately we will be tossed by the 
vagaries of economic cycles and consumerist fashion. The 
challenge for Irish churches is to seize the existing Kairos 
moment to move towards koinonia while respecting creation 
(in the three Greek ‘K’s’ which Enda McDonagh 
mentioned). 
 
A few useful websites for those who want to follow up 
these issues: 
ECCR can be found at www.eccr.org.uk    
EIRIS (Ethical Investment Research Service) is at 
www.eiris.org    
L&P Financial Trustees, who spoke at the conference, have 
a presence in the Republic as well as the UK; 
www.lpgroup.ie   
Clann Credo is a social investment fund; www.clanncredo.ie    
Oikocredit is at www.oikocredit.org and 
www.oikocredit.org.uk   
Eco-Congregation materials include a chapter on ‘Greening 
the purse strings’; www.ecocongregationireland.org  
 
    
ICC AGM (April 2 nd) 
There is much negativity as the global recession impacts 
more personally into our daily lives – how can the churches 
together provide an alternative vision of Christian hope at 
such times? With a focus on the theme ‘Living for 
Tomorrow’s World – green? global? greedy?’, ICC has 
invited Dr Lorna Gold (Trócaire’s Programme leader, 
Mobilising for Justice) and Rev Dr Mark Gray 
(Presbyterian, Cook Centenary, Belfast) to address their 
annual gathering on the day when the G20 leaders will be 
meeting in London. Our hosts will be the Moravian church 
in Gracehill, nr Ballymena, Co Antrim. The Council’s 
Annual Report will be presented to delegates of the member 
churches in the afternoon. This can be downloaded from the 
inter-church website at www.irishchurches.org 

    

Good news and faith ideas to 
share with our member 
churches  
 
Alternatives to casino capitalism 
Church activists are amongst those advocating a more 
radical and economically just alternative to the faltering 
global financial system. During the World Social Forum 
held in February in Brazil, the World Council of Churches  
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provided space for church-related justice movements to 
share ideas and practical solutions. Further detail: 
www.oikoumene.org/en/news 
 
Bereavement pin 
With over 30,000 deaths each year, the Irish Hospice 
Foundation is selling bereavement pins as a visual symbol to  
acknowledge grief and loss, as well as raise funds for its 
work. The silver and black patina pin uses symbols of love, 
strength and community. Further detail: 
 www.hospice-foundation.ie 
 
Christians against Poverty 
Free help and advice through their national debt counselling 
team. Belfast East Centre in partnership with Church of 
God, Glenmachan. Further details: ph. 0800.328.0006, 
belfasteast@capuk.org, www.capuk.org 
 
Christian mentor 
A Christian mentor ‘is a brain to pick, an ear to listen, a 
heart to care and a life to watch.’ Methodist Newsletter Dec 2008 
The International Christian Mentoring Network has a vision 
to encourage and resource the global community in the 
practice of Christ-centred, life-transforming mentoring. 
Further details: www.tri-mentoring.org  
 
Cork Theology Forum 
Lay people have initiated this ecumenical Forum in 2004 to 
broaden and deepen their theological knowledge and 
understanding. They have since organised public day events 
and a series of evening meetings. Issues have included 
sexual ethics; economic choices; marginalisation in society; 
ecology; freedom; hymns and psalms as an aid to worship; 
the promise of New Life. All costs are met from conference 
fees and annual membership subscriptions. Further detail: 
www.corktheologyforum.org 
Methodist Newsletter February 2009 

  
 EAPPI 
 A handful of Irishmen and women are among the 522 

Ecumenical Accompaniers who have now participated in 
this Quaker-run WCC Programme in Palestine and Israel. It 
supports Palestinians and Israelis working for peace by 
monitoring and reporting violations of human rights; it 
offers protection by accompanying local communities in 
daily activities; and it advocates with the churches for a 
peaceful end to the Occupation. Further details: 
www.eappi.org 

 
 Global Christian Forum 
 A group of fifty representatives of church families and 

organisations met in New Delhi last November to formulate 
the Forum’s objectives for the period 2009-2011. The 
Forum continues to deepen relationships of trust and mutual 
respect as well as facing more deeply the issues that impede          

    our relationships.  
    Further details: www.globalchristianforum.org or from the 

Secretariat at gcforum@sunrise.ch 
 
 Ikon 
    A Belfast-based collective which describes itself as 

‘inhabiting space on the outer edges of religious life’ and are 
‘unconstrained by conventions of categorisation’. Further 
detail: www.ikon.org.uk 

 
 
 

 Inter-Church Alpha course 
 Sixty people, including a high percentage of young people 

from the Church of Ireland, Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Salvation Army and Roman Catholic churches on the city 
side of London/Derry recently joined together for a ten week  
 Alpha course. This united course provided a wonderful 
opportunity of re-visiting the basics of Christian faith and 
also of faith-sharing between believers of different 
traditions. 

 Methodist Newsletter Feb 2009, p.30 
  
 Irish Episcopal Conference 
 Find out more about the activities of the Catholic Church at 

home and throughout the world at their new website 
www.catholicbishops.ie 

 
 Living Wills Trust 
 Established in 2007, this Trust aims to provide a ‘Living 

Will’, free of charge, to every adult throughout Ireland. The 
term ‘Living Will’ enables you to state in advance the 
medical treatment you would or would not like to receive in 
the future, should you be unable to express your wishes at 
the time. It’s living because it takes place before death and it 
is a will because it states your wishes. Sometimes known as 
Advanced Health Care Directives, Advanced Decisions or 
Advance Directives, it allows you to remain in control and 
can be of considerable benefit to your family, friends and 
doctors. 

    Further detail: www.livingwilltrust.health.officelive.com 
 
Maranatha Community 
‘Members of this community are actively involved in the 
life of their local churches. We thank God for the many 
riches of our different traditions acknowledging that there 
are also many weaknesses. We respect and submit to the 
authority of the leadership in the churches. We love the 
Church of Christ. Our identity is not in denominational 
labels but in Christ. We are all children in the Family of God 
– we have ONE Father. We are all sheep of the ONE Flock 
– Jesus is the Good Shepherd. We are all branches of the 
ONE Vine – Jesus is the true Vine. We are all living stones 
in the Temple of God – Jesus is the Cornerstone. We are all 
members of the Body of Christ – Jesus is the Head’. An 
interdenominational Christian Community committed to 
Unity, Healing and renewal.  
Further details: www.maranathacommunity.org.uk 

 
Multi-sensory prayer room 
The Presbyterian Church in Ireland has temporarily 
transformed one of its retail units (beside Wesley 
Owen Bookshop) in the Spires Shopping Mall in 
central Belfast into a prayer room open to members of 
the public to use from 10-4pm Monday to Saturday 
until April 11th.  This initiative is part of the Church’s 
programme of celebrations to mark that 150th 
anniversary of the 1859 Revival. City workers, 
shoppers and passers-by are being encouraged to call 
in and experience the six different areas available in 
this sacred space. Further details: Robin Fairbairn, 
Communications Officer (PCI Board of Mission 
Ireland), ph 028.9041.7261. Daily devotions for adults 
and young people can be visited on the project’s blog 
at www.awake09.typepad.com 
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 Old computers? 
 Camara, a local charity based in Belfast and Dublin, is aiming at 

refurbishing 1,000 old computers (PCs, base units, monitors, 
power leads etc) in 2009 to send to schools in Rwanda, Ethiopia, 
Uganda and Kenya. Can you help with any old IT equipment? 
They are also looking for volunteers to refurbish the computers 
and share their IT skills. Further detail: Anne Fitzpatrick ph 
028.9033.2470, or visit www.camar.ie 

 Presbyterian Herald February 2009 
 

Random acts of kindness 
Evangelical Alliance Ireland recently launched a year long 
campaign to encourage neighbours and others to commit random 
acts of kindness at least once a month. ‘We’re not suggesting that 
loving your neighbour is going to fix a broken economy,’ says 
Seán Mullan, ‘it won’t help you get your job back, it won’t save 
your pension plan, but  it might bring a smile to other’s people 
faces and lives. Further details on www.loveyourneighbour.ie 

 
Romania: A humanitarian pilgrimage in July 
We all have heard about the orphanages in Romania and the 
social exclusion that orphans have to deal with every day. Some 
Orthodox young people living in Western Europe decided they 
wanted to do something that would change their situation. Some 
lived in an orphanage for a few months and then they founded an 
association called AXIOS. In Greek, AXIOS means “He is 
worthy!”  They try to make the children aware that each person is 
worthy of respect and is precious in God’s eyes; that having no 
parents does not mean that one is a sure victim; that there is a 
pathway from abandonment to dignity. AXIOS addresses the 
medical, social, and educational needs of the orphans; provides 
additional professional support as needed; and organises summer 
children’s camps staffed by international teams of volunteers. To 
support AXIOS’ work, a pilgrimage is being organised between 
4 and 14 July 2009 to North-Eastern Romania. The highlights are 
some beautiful medieval monasteries in the Carpathian 
Mountains. The cost of €550/£490 includes transport by 
comfortable modern coach, quality accommodation in twin 
rooms, full board, multilingual guide services, but not the flights 
to Romania. The pilgrimage is open to all regardless of age, 
religious affiliation. Further details: Dr. Bogdan Grecu, email: 
nepsis.axios@yahoo.com 

 
 Shared hospitality 
 Staff from the Inter Church Centre in Belfast recently 

invited Personal Assistants of church leaders and 
Administrators of IICC member churches for a time 
of informal meeting and sharing over lunch to 
strengthen ecumenical links as part of the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. This brought together key 
people in responsible but often invisible roles from 
the Catholic Church, Church of Ireland, Lutheran, 
Religious Society of Friends/Quaker and Salvation 
Army 

 
  Unity pilgrims 
 The reconciliation of the Churches is a daunting 

journey. For fifteen years, little groups from Clonard 
Monastery in West Belfast have gone as unity 
pilgrims to share in Sunday worship with Protestant 
congregations of the Church in Belfast and beyond. In 
these simple steps to holy places, they meet their 
brothers and sisters in Christ to build trust, goodwill 
and create a better understanding of one another. 
Their guiding principle is the conviction that the 
command of Jesus ‘to love one another as I have 

loved you’ applies to us both as individuals and as 
congregations of the Church. 

 Further details: Fr Gerry Reynolds, CSSR, 
    ph 028.9044.5950,  email servantsofunity@clonard.com 
 
      

Children & Youth resources     
  
The Easter Story by Gwen Ellis, Candle Books, £3.99 
Aimed at the over 5’s, this hardback book re-tells the Easter 
story in simple language to help young people understand 
Jesus’ last week on earth, his life, death, burial and 
resurrection 

 
Messy Church by Lucy Moore.  
A tested initiative of the Fresh Expression Movement, this 
resource offers creative ideas aimed at young people aged 
between five and fifteen and on the edge of our Christian 
community.  It suggests activities over 15 sessions that 
provide opportunity for people of all ages to worship 
together, express their God-given creativity, have fun 
together and experience Christian Community. Methodist 
Newsletter 
   
My First Bible Stories: Magnetic Adventures  
by Tim Dowley,  
Candle Books, £7.99. Aimed at kids over 3, this interactive 
storybook helps bring Bible stories to life with 34 
magnetised cut outs of people, animals and a boat to make 
up the magnetic pictures and six background play scenes. 
Unlike a sticker book, the magnets can be continuously 
moved around the pages to help children engage and 
increase their understanding of the stories from the Hebrew 
and New Testaments. 
 

 Youth Initiatives 
 A cross-community youth work which aims ‘to awaken 

hope, inspire initiative, and mobilise youth to make a vital 
contribution to their community and to reconciliation in 
Northern Ireland, through the discovery and renewal of 
Christian faith in daily life.’ 

 Further detail: 31 Colin Rd, Poleglass BT17 0LG, ph. 
0289030 1174, email office@youthinitiatives.com 

 
 Youth resource 
 Following the murder of Stephen Lawrence in 1993, his 

father worked with CTBI’s Churches Network for Racial 
Justice and they developed a youth programme known as 
PEERS aimed at young people aged 11-25, youth workers, 
youth groups and parents/carers. This is described as a 
practical toolkit of resources to help young people develop 
their roles as active citizens and address issues they may 
encounter with regards Policing, Education, Employment, 
Rights and Self Esteem. It’s available as a CD. Further 
detail: www.peersproject.org.uk or www.ctbi.org.uk 

 
Recent Publications  
 
A Fund of Goodwill 
by Alf McCreary, International Fund for Ireland (2008) 
Many of our member churches have benefited from the 
International Fund for Ireland since it was established in 
1986. During that time it enabled funding in the region of  
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£1.4 billion as well as helped to create 55,000 direct and 
indirect jobs. This is a record of the Fund’s work ‘in 
promoting peace building  and cross-community 
reconciliation projects at the grass roots, regeneration in the 
most economically deprived areas, and creating cross-border 
opportunities for young people.’ 
 
A Passion for Justice: Social Ethics in the Celtic 
Tradition  by Rev Dr Johnston McMaster, Dunedin Academic Press 
(2008) www.amazon.co.uk. 
 Bishop Donal McKeown has praised this book as a 
landmark publication that demonstrated the relevance of the 
Celtic Christian tradition for inter-faith relations on the 
island of Ireland today, and as an outstanding example of 
local contextual theology. The book includes a foreword by 
the President of the Republic, Mary McAleese, and 2,000 
copies will be distributed free of charge to secondary 
schools throughout Ireland as a result of generous funding 
by the Collum Cille Trust. 
 
Christianity, Climate Change and Sustainable Living 
by Nick Spence & Robert White, SPCK, £9.99.  
This book offers a biblical vision and practice of sustainable 
living and looks at what our Christian response should be, 
based on diagrams, statistics and appropriate Bible passages. 
Presbyterian Herald March 2009 
 
Crossing the Border: New relationships between 
Northern Ireland and the Republic, ed. John Coakley and Liam 
O’Dowd, Irish Academic Press (2007). 
The first sustained examination of the new dynamic in 
cross-border relationships since the Good Friday Agreement 
with a focus on politics and public administration, the 
economy and civil society. Further detail:  
ibis@ucd.ie, www.ucd.ie/ibis 
 
Divided Past: Shared Future – essays on Churches 
addressing the legacy of the Troubles’  
by David Campton and Nigel Biggar, Soundings Series  
From the Centre for Contemporary Christianity in Ireland 
(2008), £5/€7.50).Two timely essay-style contributions on 
the subject of forgiveness in our divided society and the 
difficult questions around healing, remembering and 
reconciliation. Available from CCCI, ph 028.9032.5258, 
info@contemporarychristrianity.org , 
www.contemporarychristianity.org 
 
First Citizen, Mary McAleese and the Irish Presidency 
 by Patsy McGarry, O’Brien £23.99/€29.99.  
‘A powerful and intimate account. This is the remarkable 
story of a woman who journeyed from working class 
Catholic West Belfast to the highest office in the Republic 
of Ireland and who, shedding most of her own tribal 
baggage, became a President for all the people of Ireland.’ 
 
Glenstal Book of Prayer by Monks of Glenstal Abbey (Murroe, Co 
Limerick), Liturgical Press, Minnesota 2001. 
 A collection of Scripture readings and devotional prayers 
from this Benedictine community that reflect the Celtic 
tradition. Further detail: www.glesntal.org 
 
In the Wake of the Celtic Tiger – Poverty in 
Contemporary Ireland by the Irish Commission for Justice and 
Social Affairs, Veritas (2009).  
This booklet attempts ‘to explore the moral purpose of our 
prosperity, to uncover the poverty that persisted during the 
time of the Celtic Tiger, to highlight the needs of the most 

vulnerable, and to caution that those who benefited least 
from the time of prosperity will pay the heaviest price 
during the present recession’. 
    
Remembering to Forgive – a tribute to Una O’Higgins 
O’Malley, ed. Enda McDonagh, Veritas 2008.  
This publication takes the opportunity to develop the 
teachings and beliefs of a political activist who campaigned 
to end the violence in Northern Ireland into a further 
examination of the need for forgiveness and reconciliation 
on this island and worldwide. www.veritas.ie 
 
So you can’t forgive … moving towards freedom 
 by Brian Lennon S.J.  Columba Press (2009).  
What happens when you can't forgive and want only 
revenge? Brian Lennon asks what real forgiving is and 
suggests that we may often put unfair demands on those 
who have suffered most. He asks if society helps people to 
become survivors or not, and also how we can use the 
Scriptures in a way that helps and does not burden those 
who have suffered. This book will interest those who have 
suffered injustice and also those working with them. “For 
those who seek to forgive, this little book will provide a path 
which they may follow, in gentle stages, possibly over many 
years” Nuala O'Loan; “This book is both timely and 
substantive. Those of us from Northern Ireland will find this 
book challenging, persuasive and, if heeded, wonderfully 
healing” Denis Bradley. Available at www.jcfj.ie, or by 
email: info@columba.ie 
 
The Truth Commissioner 
by David Park, Bloomsbury Publ (2009). 
This novel recently won the Ewart-Biggs Memorial 
Award and ‘is set in a post-Troubles Belfast trying 
to come to terms with the violence of the recent 
past. It is told through the eyes of four protagonists: 
a former IRA man now serving as minister for 
children and culture; a retired RUC officer; a former 
IRA member living illegally in the United States, 
and the eponymous commissioner.’ On behalf of the 
judges, Prof Roy Foster said the novel 
‘uncompromisingly explores both darkness and the 
possibility of light and creates an absorbing, 
harrowing and compelling alternative world.’ Irish 
Times 27 Feb 2009 p.3  
 
Together in Hope – Proclaiming God’s Justice – 
Living God’s Love,  ed Adrian Alker , £4.99. 
Ten essays ‘offering a landscape of hope’ and aimed 
at those who seek to be progressive and open-
minded Christians in the Church today. Available on 
line at www.pcnbritain.org.uk  
 
Walking with God  by Dr Elizabeth Tutt le PBVM and 
Dennis Wrigley, leader and co-Founder of the Maranatha 
Community.  
This remarkable book of prayers and meditations 
draws on two Christian traditions. Email: 
shop@maranathacommunity.org.uk 
 

Vacancy 
Conference of European Churches is inviting 
applications for their post of Executive Secretary for 
Communication and Information, based in Geneva, 
Switzerland and starting January 1st 2010. The 
overall task is to make CEC’s work known within 
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the member churches and through media to a wider 
audience within Europe. Closing date April 24th. 
Further detail: General Secretary, email: 
hcw@cec-kek.org, www.cec-kek.org 
     

Ecumenical Diary  
Further updated information can be found online at 
www.irishchurches.org 
 
April 5 in Derry/Londonderry 
‘Dialogue on ‘So You Can't Forgive’ led by Brian Lennon, S.J. 
and Maureen Hetherington will be held at the Peace and 
Reconciliation Centre. Contact: ph 028 7136.9206. 
 
April 12 in Coleraine   
Coleraine Borough Churches’ Forum - Easter Sunrise service at 
6.30 am at Christie Park, Strand Road, Coleraine. Further details: 
Pam McGillan, ph 0-28.7035.5680 
 
April 16 in Ballydugan County Galway 
‘How is Spirituality informed by listening to Creation in sunshine 
and in storm?’ at the Oak House Inter-Church Fellowship at 
7.30pm. Further detail: Claire Besnyoe, ph.091.843. 004 
 
April 25 in Navan County Meath  
Peace Group are holding a seminar from 10.15-4.30pm in St 
Columban's College, Dalgan Park. . Admission is free but 
booking required. Coffees, teas and light lunch provided. 
Enquiries: Julitta Clancy, Parsonstown, Batterstown, Co. Meath; 
or email: meathpeace@hotmail.com  
 
April 28 in Belfast 
Explore the concept of forgiveness through the use of drama 
games and general discussion from 4.30-6.30pm at Edgehill 
College (9 Lennoxvale). The event is free but you must register 
for catering purposes. Places are limited so book early and before 
April 21st. Further details: Dr Scott Boldt, ph 028 9068 6933, 
email rec@edgehillcollege.org  
 
April 29  in Omagh Co Tyrone 
So You Can't Forgive’ led by Brian Lennon, S.J. and Dame 
Nuala O'Loan will be held at the Tara Centre, 11 Holmview 
Terrace, Omagh. Contact: ph.: 028 8225.0024  
 
May 27 – 30 in Belfast 
Belfast Maranatha Community are holding a non-residential 
conference on the theme ‘Out of the Courtroom and into my 
Father’s House’ at Farset Centre, 466 Springfield Rd, West 
Belfast. A movement of Christians in all the churches committed 
to unity, healing and renewal. Further detail: Eilish Hagan, ph. 
028.9038 1926 or 0789424 6479.  
 
May 31 in Dromantine 
Fr Gerry Reynolds and Very Rev Dr Ken Newell will be 
holding an Inter-Church Dialogue on the theme ‘No Sitting 
on the Fence: Reconciliation in Scripture and on th e 
Streets ’  from 2.30-5.30pm at the Society of African 
Missions, Dromantine, Newry, Co Down. Further detail: 
SMA House Office ph. 028.3082.1224 
 
 
 
 
 

June 8 – 10  in Derbyshire 
Churches’ Media Conference will be held at the 
Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick on the theme 
‘Impact – media shaping culture shaping faith’ This 
is a unique opportunity to explore issues and 
challenges in the media with more than 200 media 
professionals, faith leaders and communicators from 
a broad range of UK churches. Further enquiries and 
bookings: Churches' Media Council, PO Box 149, 
Manchester, M19 2AX, ph: 0845 6520027,  
Email: info@churchesmediacouncil.org.uk, 
Web: churchesmediacouncil.org.uk .  
 
June 23 in Glenstal Abbey Co Limerick 
The 46th Glenstal Ecumenical Conference - ‘A 
Change of Climate: Breaking bread on a fragile 
Earth’   The Keynote speaker will be Rt Rev David 
Atkinson Bishop of Thetford (Norwich Diocese), 
there will be a panel discussion, as well as a Market 
Place for those wishing to talk about their work on 
environmental issues from a faith perspective. 
Registration with Fr Sennan, email: 
sennan.furlong@glenstal.org, www.glenstal.org. 
Further details: Gillian Kingston email 
gmkingston@gmail.com  
 
September 5 in Drumcondra Dublin 
To celebrate the 75th anniversary of the World Day 
of Prayer in Ireland, the National Committee is 
holding a special service on the theme ‘Let your 
Light Shine’ at 2pm at St Patrick’s College, 
Drumcondra, Dublin 9. Further details: Joan 
Forsdyke (Secretary) email wdpirl@gmail.com or 
www.worlddayofprayerireland.com  
   
Next edition 
The next edition of Irish Ecumenical News will 
be available in the autumn. Please send relevant 
information to the Editor with date, time, venue, 
name of preacher, name and details of contact 
person before August 14th. Many thanks.  
 
Extend the links 
When you have finished reading this newsletter, 
do pass it on to others to share in your 
community so we can strengthen our networking 
as an ecumenical movement. New readers are 
invited to send us their email address so we can 
include them in future mailings. Any comments 
about this edition, what’s useful or otherwise, 
are welcomed. 
 
Michael Earle, Editor  
General Secretary, Irish Council of Churches 
Executive Secretary, Irish Inter-Church Meeting 
April 2009 
 
(See front page for full contact details for the 
 Inter-Church Centre office) 
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Directory of  
Migrant-Led 

Churches & Chaplaincies 
 
 

Resource Booklet from the  
All-Ireland Churches’ Consultative  

Meeting on Racism 
 
 

Available online at  
www.irishchurches.org 

 
 

 
Unity in Diversity 
In Our Churches 

 
 

A resource to assist local parishes and  
congregations with the integration of new  

residents into their faith communities 
 
 

Available online at  
www.irishchurches.org 

& 
www.iccsi.ie 

 
 

Contact the Project at: 
Parish Based Integration Project 

Bea House 
Milltown Park 

Dublin 6 
adrian@iccsi.ie 

 


