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An occasional ecumenical information resource for the 3,250 faith communities of the 15 churches in
membership with the Irish Inter Church Meeting and Irish Council of Churches (*see below); for an informal
network of local and regional inter-church groups; and for interested laity and clergy on the island of Ireland
and across the waters.

Member Churches
The Catholic Church in Ireland, The Antiochian Orthodox Church in Ireland, The Church of Ireland,
The Greek Orthodox Church in Ireland, The LifeLink Network of Churches, The Lutheran Church in Ireland,
The Methodist Church in Ireland, The Moravian Church (Irish District), The Non-Subscribing Presbyterian
Church of Ireland, The Presbyterian Church in Ireland, The Religious Society of Friends in Ireland,
Cherubim and Seraphim Church, The Romanian Orthodox Church in Ireland,
The Russian Orthodox Church in Ireland, The Salvation Army (Ireland Division).

OAn ecumenical resouedfor Christian pilarims on theisland of IrelandO

This editionOs guest editorial is contributed by Philip McKinley who was appointed by the Irish Inter Church Committee
to a newly created position of Ecumenical Officer, based in Dublin but with an all-island remit. Funded by the 15
member churches for a pilot period of three years, this part time position aims to strengthen local relationships
between churches around the country. The Project will be managed by the Irish Council of Churches, but steered by
an IICC Steering Group chaired by Bishop Gerry Clifford. The first priority of this new initiative will be to identify the
range of inter-church groups already meeting together in local communities. Philip lives in Dublin, where he and his
wife are also Church Development Workers in Blanchardstown Methodist Church and he has worked for the past
three years as the Dublin-based Project Officer for the Church of Ireland®s Hard Gospel project. He has also been the
project-coordinator of the @irectory of Migrant-led Churches and ChaplainciesO.He has a degree in Biblical and
Theological Studies from Trinity College Dublin and also a Radio Broadcasting certificate. He started this new post on
May 18th and is based in an office within the Irish School of Ecumenics in Milltown Park, Dublin. He can be contacted
at ++353(01) 269 0951 (TuesbThurs in the office), ++353(0)87 963 3239 (mob), email philip@irishchurches.org

Mapping Irish Inter -Church Groups

One of the challenges in measuring
the strengths or weaknesses of
ecumenism in Ireland is the lack of
clear information about inter-church
groups and activities on this island. |
am therefore delighted to be working
under the Irish Inter Church
Committee to start a new project to
develop a mapping exercise of
ecumenical groups in Ireland. In identifying these
groups, the map will | hope not just be an
encouragement or resource for others, but will also
inspire and envision the rich possibilities and diverse
opportunities that can be achieved by churches working
together in any context.

It is interesting to note the sheer variety of inter-church
groups that have been identified already. Some gather
around social issues (the environment, poverty or

community cohesion), others gather around shared
theological interests (hermeneutics, church teaching or
mission), while others around particular social groups
(young people, migrants or church leaders). Some
groups worship together, whether in prayer, pilgrimage
or even music festivals. Other groups learn together,
through publications, conferences or theological
courses, while other groups serve the community,
through chaplaincies, building use or social services.
For all, though, there is a unifying commitment to grow
in Christian faith together.

The mapping exercise hopes to capture groups that
are ongoing, faith-based and endorsed by their local
churches in both parts of the island. Some may be
highly formal, others highly informal. The information
collated will be web-based at www.irishchurches.org

which means it will very accessible and updatable. The
dynamics of inter-church groups can change
significantly depending on new members, therefore




there is a need for not only flexibility and revision, but
also broader information about each group; for
instance how many churches are involved, what the
group’s history is and what plans there are for the
future.

In researching the mapping exercise, there will not be
a large scale questionnaire and interview process;
instead local focus group meetings will be organised
and there will also be a reliance on local knowledge
from church leaders particularly. Some groups may
indeed feel their work is best served in a less public
manner. However, for the process to be a success, |
would greatly appreciate if all the readers of Irish
Ecumenical News were willing to get in touch with any
information they may have regarding local inter-church
activity, however informal, in their area, at any of my
contact details. | would be delighted to hear from you.

Note

Every effort has been made to check the accuracy of
information provided in this edition of Irish Ecumenical
News, but readers are still encouraged to double
check the primary sources for dates, venues and
websites.

Ecumenical congratulations to:
Antiochian Orthodox Church in Ireland recently
welcomed into membership of the Dublin Council of
Churches

Canon Dr Alyson Barnett -Cowan (Canada) as
Director for Unity, Faith and Order of the Anglican
Communion Office in London

Bishop David Chillingworth of St Andrews (and
former Dean and Archdeacon of Dromore) as the
Primus of the Episcopal Church of Scotland

Rev Dr Stafford Carson as the Moderator of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland until June 2010

Fr Cornel Clepea as the first Romanian Orthodox
priest serving in Northern Ireland and ministering in
Ballymena

Cookstown and District Clergy Forum  on
celebrating their tenth anniversary

Paul Hutchinson as Centre Director, Corrymeela
Centre in Ballycastle, Co Antrim,
paulhutchinson@corrymeela.org

Rev Donald Ker as the President of the Methodist Church
in Ireland until June 2010

Ms Gilian Kingston as Lay Leader of the Methodist
Conference which takes effect from Conference 2010 for
three years. Gillian has also been appointed to serve as an
ICC trustee on the new Churches Together in Britain and
Ireland Trust for the next three years

Brian Magee as NI rep for Day One Christian Ministries
(formerly The Lord’s Day Observance Society)

ph 028 9145 1301, email brianmagee@hotmail.co.uk

Most Revd Vincent Nichols as Archbishop of
Westminster, President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
in England and Wales and leader of the four million
Catholics in England and Wales

Religious Society of Friends in | reland has recently
joined the membership of Churches Together in Britain
and Ireland

Joshua Searle who lives in Belfast and was awarded
third prize in the Youth Theological Essay competition
organised by the Conference of European Churches
for his essay entitled ‘Called in One Hope: a Biblical

vision of Hope for twenty-first century Europe®
CEC Monitor May 2009

Major Alan Watters as the Divisional Commander of
Salvation Army (Ireland)

ICC Appointments

During the past year, the following have been
appointed to serve as ICC representatives on the new
networks established by Churches Together in Britain
and Ireland with a responsibility of briefing member
churches (through ICC Executive) about the issues
raised at these ‘four nations’ meetings:

Rev John Marchant (Churches International Students
Network);

Norman Richardson ( Churches Inter Religious
Network);

Denise Wright (Churches Racial Justice Network);
Canon Paul Hoey (Global Mission Network).

In addition,

Fr Kieran McDermott (Irish Bishops’ Conference) and
Rev Dr Allen Sleith (ICC) have been appointed as the
Irish church representatives on CTBI's four nations
Editorial Group adapting the global material for the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity for use in Britain
and Ireland.

OSwineFlu®pan demic]

Ever since the H1N1 pandemic was identified in April
2009, there has been a very high level of media
attention leading to a variety of enquiries and
expressions of concern in our member churches.
Advisory guidelines have been issued by some
denominations and government departments on
various aspects specific to practices undertaken within
local congregations (e.g. hand to hand contact
exchanging the peace, the use of the common cup, the
practice of intinction, making pastoral visits), so please
make use of these resources in your local faith
community and regularly check for any updates:
Churches :

(i) Church of Ireland :
http://www.ireland.anglican.org/index.php?do=news&n
ewsid=2705

(ii) Presbyterian guidelines are being distributed to
congregations in late August

(iii) The Methodist office referred us to the church’s
guidelines in Britain
http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=ope
ntogod.content&cmid=2684

(iv) From the Catholic Communications Office:

At the June General Meeting of the Irish Catholic
Bishops’ Conference it was recommended that
planning for a human influenza pandemic take place at
a Diocesan level . It was noted that the overall
effectiveness of responses to a human influenza
pandemic will depend upon the co-operation of
individuals and their willingness to follow advice, take
personal responsibility for their health and accept
social responsibility for supporting each other. All
should listen carefully to government advice and
instructions made available in the media, on the




internet and in printed material. They should familiarize
themselves with local arrangements for accessing
health and social care support and follow public health
advice and instructions. To assist with the preparation
of Diocesan plans a number of issues were identified
for the Bishops’ attention:
(1) Help to publicise (e.g. via parish bulletins, websites
etc.) key information from the lead agencies about how
the virus is spread and how the spread of infectious
illness can be prevented e.g. by careful and frequent
hand hygiene.
(2) Emphasise to priests, deacons, and extraordinary
ministers of the Eucharist the importance of practising
good hygiene - washing of hands before and after
distributing Holy Communion.
(3) Decide who will take the lead decisions in the
Diocese/Parish when government advice remains
voluntary and not compulsory e.g. decisions
¥ to keep churches open or to close churches;
¥ to avoid physical contact, and infection spread
through the sign of peace, reception from the
chalice, and communion on the tongue;
¥ recommending that those who are ill or
suspect that they are ill or in contact with
someone who is ill should not attend Mass
[Note: The Diocesan Bishop should always be
consulted regarding any changes or restriction of
options in the celebration of the Liturgy]
(4) Appoint a person who will keep fully up to date with
official advice.
(5) Consider the impact on Diocesan and parish
services of the declaration of pandemic maximum alert
(e.g. on funerals, the celebration of the sacraments).
(6) Consider how the sacramental life of the Church
might be maintained e.g. in accordance with canon
1248 §2, when it is impossible to participate in a
Eucharistic celebration e.g. the distribution of Liturgy of
the Word resources to enable the faithful to worship at
home.
(7) Prepare advice for ministering the Sacrament of the
Sick during a declared flu pandemic.
(8) Consider the impact on clergy cover if priests fall ill.
(9) Plan for the pastoral care of those infected with flu.
(10) Consider the impact on Church organizations,
voluntary organizations etc. and on events taking place
on Church property.
(11) Establish good communications channels so that
information can be quickly disseminated and updated.

General: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swine_flu.
Northern Ireland : the UK Department of Communities
and Local Government has published Faith
Communities and Pandemic Flu: Guidance for faith
communities and local influenza pandemic committees
which should be read in full by everyone concerned
with the running of local churches:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communitie
s/pdf/1219379.The Northern Ireland Swine Flu
Helpline is 0800 0514 142 and up-to-date information
is available on the NIDirect website:
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/index/health-and-well-
being/swine-flu.htm

Republic of Ireland: Advice is available from the HSE in
the Republic of Ireland on its website
http://www.hse.ie/eng/swineflu There is a helpline on:
FREEPHONE 1800 941100.

Seasonal resources for local
parishes, faith communities and
inter -church groups

Creation Month September 1 to October 4

Churches throughout Ireland are invited to observe a
‘Time for Creation’ in the autumn for the protection of
God’s creation and the promotion of sustainable
lifestyles. Churches Together in Britain and Ireland
(CTBI) have put together a programme of resources to
help congregations and local faith communities to
observe this year’s theme ‘Creation in Crisis B A Time
for Prayer and Action® which falls between 18!
September and 4™ October. These resources can be
freely downloaded at www.ctbi.org.uk/creationtime.
They include sermon notes based on the lectionary
readings and the creation theme, as well as prayers,
liturgical details, discussion group ideas for young
people, Bible-based group study notes for adults and
action ideas for groups and individuals. Eco
Congregation Ireland , an inter-denominational group
that aims to encourage parishes and individuals to be
more environmentally aware, was involved in the
preparation of these materials. Included are resources
to enable churches, groups and individuals to focus on
issues relating to the decisions that will be taken at the
UN Climate Change Summit, which takes place in
Copenhagen in December. The summit is being
described by some as the "last chance for the planet".
In the face of mounting evidence that we are heading
for runaway climate change and massive losses in bio-
diversity, there is the need for an international treaty
that will bind governments to drastic and immediate
cuts in carbon emissions. This will require courageous
and far-sighted political leadership to transform our
economy and many aspects of our culture. More than
ever, Christians are called to demonstrate their
commitment to care for the environment, by living
simply and sustainably themselves, and by pressing
politicians to take the measures necessary at national
and international level. This is underpinned by the
hope we share as Christians, based ultimately in God's
plans for his creation, the cosmic scope of Christ's
saving work, and the Spirit's renewing power at work
within and through human beings. Further detail: Fiona
Murdoch, Communications Officer, EcoCongregation
Ireland, email fionam1840@oceanfree.net

September 13 Racial Justice Sunday (or any Sunday)

A free downloadable resource on this year's theme
‘Who do you say that | am?0 (Mark 8.29) is available
from www.ctbi.org.uk. The pack includes poster,
homilies, personal stories, hymns and prayers,
resources for young people, children’s activities and a
prayer leaflet.

Harvest and Halloween resources

Christian Publishing and Outreach Ltd is offering
quality products in Scripture posters, banners and
other publicity mediums to help the Church
communicate the Good News of Jesus. Further detail:
WWWw.cpo.org.uk; email sales@cpo.org.uk




Advent 2009

Following the global financial crisis over the past
year, hope is in short supply and needs to be
rebuilt. Advent is a season to take seriously the
plight of ‘those who dwell in darkness’ and
awaken a longing and commitment to a better and
different kind of world. Churches Together in
Britain and Ireland are offering an Advent
resource called ‘A world in waiting B Advent
hope in an economic crisisO. This resource will
look at the crisis in relation to the roots of our
Christian beliefs and values, aiming to turn anger
and disappointment into a positive force for
change. It includes reflections, liturgical ideas,
prayers, pointers to action and can be freely
downloaded from www.ctbi.org.uk/advent

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2010
(January 18 -25)

OYou are WitnessesO(Luke 24.45-48) has been
chosen as the theme for the next Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity with material prepared for the
world church by the Scottish churches to mark the
centenary of the Edinburgh Mission Conference
1910. A wide range of resource materials are
available to encourage local initiatives to meet
and pray together on these themes of unity and
mission over the eight days. The material can be
readily adapted for local use and can be freely
downloaded from

www.ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer

Hard copies can be ordered from Norwich Books
and Music, ph.01603 612914, email
orders@norwichbooksandmusic.co.uk.

All-age material can be downloaded from ROOTS
at www.rootsontheweb.com. Further information
about the Edinburgh Centenary celebrations is
available from www.edinburgh2010.0rg

Lent 2010

Congregation resources are being prepared by
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland on the
theme OPeople on the edge in His pain®hich will
follow the Passion story and will be available as a
free download in the new year from
www.ctbi.org.uk

Members of the Executive of the
Irish Council of Churches at  Sept 09
P with their work base

President: Rev Tony Davidson (Presbyterian),
Armagh

Vice President : Bishop Richard Clarke (Church of
Ireland), Meath and Kildare

Immediate Past President : Ms Gillian Kingston
(Methodist), Offaly

Treasurer : vacant

Moderator, Board of Overseas Affairs : Revd Dr
Jim Campbell (Presbyterian), Belfast

Antiochian Orthodox : Rev Fr Irenaeus du Plessis
(Belfast)

Cherubim and Seraphim : Mother Agnes Aderanti
or Sen. Evangelist Remi llori (Dublin)

Churc h of Ireland : Revd Raymond Fox (Donegal),
Revd Daniel Nuzum (Cork), Bishop Trevor Williams
(Limerick)

Greek Orthodox : Rev Fr Tom Carroll (Dublin)
LifeLink Network : Ms Denise Wright (Belfast)
Lutheran: Pastor Corinna Diestelkamp (Dublin)
Methodist : Rev Donald Ker (Belfast), Robert
Cochran (Dublin)

Moravian: Br. Derick Woods (Belfast)
Non-subscribing Presbyterian : Rev Colin
Campbell (Co Antrim & Co Down)

Presbyterian : Revd John Brackenridge (Lisburn),
Rev Lorraine Kennedy-Ritchie (Dublin), Rev Dr
Allen Sleith (Newtownards), Rev Dr Donald Watts
(Belfast)

Religious Society of Friends : Dr David Poole
(Lucan)

Romanian Orthodox : Rev Fr Godfrey O’Donnell
(Swords)

Russian Orthodox : Rev Fr George Zavershinsky
(Dublin)

Salvation Army : Major Alan Watters (Belfast)
Co-opted : Mrs Roberta McKelvey (Belfast),

Mrs Marian Woods (Belfast)

Serviced by ICC staff

Irish Inter Church Committee at
September 2009

Update d website on Irish
ecumenism

This edition of Irish Ecumenical News, along with
an up to date calendar of ecumenical events and
countless resources for use by local parishes,
faith communities and ecumenical groups, can be
downloaded from our website at
www.irishchurches.org. The content can only be
as good and useful as the information that you, as
readers, send to this office about dates/stories of
ecumenical events taking place in your area and
resources you have found helpful in your groups.
Let's develop this as a network of ideas and
actions to stimulate and encourage each other at
the local level with the purpose of strengthening
the witness of the Body of Christ on this island.

Catholic Bishops Conference Cardinal Sean
Brady (co-Chair), Archbishop Diarmuid Martin,
Bishop Gerry Clifford, Bishop Tony Farquhar,
Bishop John McAreavy, Rev Prof Brendan Leahy,
Fr Kieran McDermott, Rev Prof Tom Norris,

Irish Council of Churches: Rev Tony Davidson
(co-Chair), Bishop Richard Clarke, Canon Dr lan
Ellis (Church of Ireland), Rev Gabrielle Farquhar
(Presbyterian), Rev Liz Hewitt (Methodist), Rev
Donald Ker (Methodist), Rev Fr Godfrey O’'Donnell
(Romanian Orthodox), Rev Dr Donald Watts
(Presbyterian), Major Alan Watters (Salvation
Army)

Convenor, Inter Church Committee on Social
Issues: Robert Cochran (until end 2009)
Treasurer: Eamonn Fleming

Serviced by IICC staff




Ecumenical feasts
- both local and further afield

Baptism

The sacrament of Baptism is shared by most of the
member churches (notable exceptions include the
Religious Society of Friends and the Salvation Army)
as their most fundamental ecumenical witness, yet
there are many anomalies in how the pastoral
discipline is exercised at the local level in an
increasingly secular context. With this in mind, the next
Irish Inter Church Meeting will focus on the theme
‘Why is Baptism important in contemporary
Ireland? B exploring afresh together a common
theology of baptism and sharing insights
concerning the baptismal discipline and practice in

our churches®. Church representatives have been
invited to come on October 22 to the Emmaus Centre
(north Dublin) to hear Bishop Richard Clarke (Church
of Ireland) give a keynote address with Archbishop
Diarmuid Martin (Catholic Church) and Dr Stafford
Carson (Moderator, Presbyterian Church) responding.
There will be opportunities of listening to other
churches sharing how they understand Baptism in their
tradition and there will be a panel comprising parents
and pastoral theologians sharing personal stories.
Further detail: Michael Earle email
michael@irish.churches.org

Christian Zionism

In June, a total of seventy people attended seminars
on Christian Zionism in Belfast and Dublin that were
organised by the Board of Overseas Affairs of the Irish
Council of Churches. The keynote speaker, Rev
Stephen Sizer, is well known for his Biblically-based
analysis of Christian Zionism and his website which
includes much material  on this is at
www.stephensizer.com.In his programme, he traced
the evolution of Christian Zionism through
Puritanism, Premillennialism and Dispensationalism,
and particularly dealt with the last becoming a
mainstream Christian viewpoint in the USA. He
analysed the nature of the Christian Gospel and
the Old Testament promises to ‘Israel’, showing
how God’s promises have always been conditional
(e.g. acting justly) and there is no sense in which
‘Israel’ as a state today is ‘chosen’, and, for
Christians, the promises made to Abraham are
fulfiled through the Church. Regarding current
Israeli efforts to build a greater Israel by pushing
out Palestinians, his Biblical analysis brought a
number of points. Firstly, the covenant promises
made concerning the land of Israel were
considered as having been fulfilled in the Old
Testament, i.e. these do not still pertain.
Furthermore, the land belongs to God and those
inhabiting the land are only tenants, and
residence is always conditional and inclusive (of
everyone including aliens). Jesus repudiated a
narrow nationalistic kingdom. On all of these
points, Christian Zionism was shown to be un-
biblical. Stephen Sizer is vicar of Christ Church,
Virginia Water in Surrey.

Conference of European Churches 13 ™ General
Assembly 2009

Bishop Richard Clarke represented ICC at the recent
Assembly held in Lyon (France) and will be sharing his
experience at the next ICC Executive. CEC was
founded fifty years ago in a divided Europe. Its theme
for this Assembly was ‘Called to one Hope in Christ’
and the Assembly’s closing Message to all the
member churches can be downloaded from
http://assembly.ceceurope.org

Dublin Council of Churches Forum 2009

Fr Sean Healy SMA, Justice Director of the
Conference of Religious of Ireland, addressed church
patrons and members of DCC’s ten member churches
at their first Churches’ Forum Day. This was held in
late May at the Quaker House in Dublin on the theme
‘Towards a Christian response to the global financial
crisis.OFr Sean identified five current crises in Ireland
(banking, public finance, economic, social and
reputational) and traced their roots to the policies of
the late 1970’s/early 1980’s. He spoke of an ethic of
autonomy, anxiety and greed asserting itself at the
expense of caring for the weak, the environment,
children or the community. ‘Surveys suggest that
whatever our income, we always want 20% more’. He
reminded the meeting about the limitations of
collecting GDP (and parish) statistics which exclude
the enormous contribution made by unpaid volunteers.
He asked about the directions we want to go as a
society over the next 5-10 years with the world’s
population projected to grow at 250,000 a day every
day until 2040. ‘The Christian faith inspires us to move
our value systems from autonomy to covenant
community, from anxiety to seeing the abundance of
God, from greed to generosity...we need to measure
progress not just in economic terms but as progress in
terms of our well being as a community.” In the
discussion that followed, he urged the churches to
articulate a new direction with a higher priority given to
adult education, a theology of ‘enough’ and seeking
alternatives that benefit the common good. ‘We need a
broader understanding of the interconnectedness of
everything.” www.dublinchurches.ie, www.cori.ie

European National Councils of Churches

OWe need Christians and Muslims to strive to relate in
mutual trust to each other. The more both religious
communities meet, talk and clarify deeply held points
of view, the more it will be possible to understand one
another. Such contacts are important at the level of
leadership as well as at the grassroots. Together we
can make a major contribution to the future of our
European community.O

This statement was made by the General Secretaries
of the European National Councils of Churches,
meeting from the 27th till the 30th of April 2009 in St.
Pélten in Austria. Michael Earle was part of this group
with colleagues from some 20 different countries. They
meet once a year to share experiences and to
consider ecumenical issues in their different countries
and in Europe. This year they focused on Christian -
Muslim relationships. The topic was chosen because
cooperation between the followers, especially the leaders, of



monotheistic religions and the question of identity are the
key issues today. The group encouraged all Christians
and Muslims to learn about the values of the other,
and not to respond simply from prejudice. Both
communities have much to learn from one another for
example: their differing understandings of the One
God, of human rights and of the role of faith in society.
The importance of mutual understanding was
advocated by 138 Muslim scholars in the statement of
‘A Common Word’ (2007). In Mechelen/Malines (Oct
2008) a group of Muslim and Christian scholars
commented in their final statement: ‘Europe is called to
be a laboratory of learning for both Muslims and
Christians. Both Christians and Muslims adhere to
essential theological and human principles. They
understand the revelation of God in their Holy
Scriptures to be a call to work for justice and peace.’

Glenstal 2009

The 46" Glenstal Ecumenical Conference was held in hot
June weatherat the impressive Benedictine Abbey
outside Limerick. The community of monks yet again
offered generous hospitality to over 80 people who had
come from all over the island to listen to and engage with
a rich diversity of speakers addressing the Conference
theme: ‘A change of climate b breaking bread on a fragile
earth.O Thoughtful presentations were given by Bishop
David Atkinson (Thetford) on ‘Climate and CovenantCand
‘Creation as Covenanted GiftO; Revd Prof Michael
Conway (Maynooth) reflected on the dynamic of the
Conference; Jan Sutch Pickard (lona) presented Bible
meditations and Corinna Byrne, Gavin Harte and Fr
Hugh O’Donnell. took part in a panel presentation on
different aspects of the theme. Their presentations can all
be freely downloaded from:
www.dlenstal.org/ecu/ecu2009download.htm.

Participants were challenged both Biblically and
theologically, personally and practically, as a faith
community to make changes in our lifestyles and in our
vision for the care of creation. The Eucharist was
offered as the model for Christians to gain an insight
into the right relationship intended between God’s
creation and the work of human hands that have
transformed grain into bread and grapes into wine.
These elements of communion, their
interconnectedness and the mystery of holiness reveal
a markedly different and countercultural witness to the
increasingly estranged and distorted relationship that
humans often have with the ‘clay and cloud’ of the
natural world. In response to a question raised from
the floor, ‘Cad a dhZanfaim'd? ’ (what can we do?),
practical suggestions offered ranged from increasing
the carbon storage in our Irish peat lands
(www.carboncyclesandsinks.org), growing a bio char
industry and biomass on our farms, to steps that
individuals and church groups can take in simplifying
lifestyle choices, buying locally, wasting nothing and
working with others for more sustainable development.
Next year’'s conference will be held at Glenstal from
June 29 to July 1 (inclusive) so make a note in your
diaries and wait for the Conference’s inspired Council
to decide the precise theme for 2010.

Dialogue with African Pentecostal leaders
At the last meeting of the Irish Inter Church Committee
in June in Dundalk, leaders of the Redeemed Christian

Church of God, Mountain Fire and Miracles and the
Joy of Nations Group met over lunch to share their
growing ministries, many of which have been identified
in the Directory of Migrant-led Churches (see
www.irishchurches.org)

‘We see ourselves as the harvest sown by the Irish
missionaries in earlier centuries in Africa’, said Pastor
Alex Alajiki. Cardinal Sean Brady thanked them for
sharing, noting this was the first such round table
dialogue for IICC.

Kirchentag 2009

Douglas Anderson (Presbyterian Church) and Rev
Colin  Campbell  (Non-Subscribing  Presbyterian
Church) represented ICC at the 32nd Kirchentag held
in late May in Bremen in northern Germany. In their
reports  which  can be downloaded from
www.irishchurches.org, they describe the experience
of being with some 300,000 other pilgrims at this
Congress of German Protestant churches as “a
mixture of a Bible convention, Taizé, Greenbelt, an
Open University summer school, a Party Conference,
a Synod, the Edinburgh Festival (and two fringes), an
Eisteddfod, a brass band festival (for 500 bands!), an
Ideal Homes Exhibition and a Cup Final — all rolled into
one and all going on at the same time...... ” The
German Chancellor and German Federal President
were amongst those addressing the theme ‘Man or
Mortal, where are you?’ but with over 2,000 events to
choose from (including Bible studies, worship,
discussion groups, hundreds of stalls at the Market of
Opportunities, indoor and open air concerts), our
stalwarts sampled what they could in the five days,
concluding that ‘another exciting benefit of being with
so many other Christians was the stimulation and
incentive to return home and share some of the ideas
of how we can further God’s kingdom here.” Do read
their reports on our website or contact them for further
information:colinchurchlands@btinternet.com,
j.d.s.anderson@btinternet.com

ICC AGM 2009

Ninety church delegates and guests gathered on a
beautiful April morning in the Moravian Gracehill
Church outside Ballymena to listen to two inspirational
talks given by Dr Lorna Gold (Advocacy Manager with
Trocaire) and Rev Dr Mark Gray (Presbyterian, Cooke
Centenary, Belfast) on the AGM theme ‘Living for
TomorrowOs World B green? global? greedy?O On
the same day as the G20 leaders were meeting in
London to save the neo-liberal economic order, those
gathered in the newly furbished OIld School
Conference Room were being challenged that the
solution to economic problems would not be found
within economics; that there were concrete ways of
addressing the current crisis based on the Gospel; and
that these could be found in a counterculture of
sharing, in developing just relationships, and in
growing new enterprises, such as Focolare’s Economy
of Communion in Brazil. This has been applying a
distinctively spiritual practice of communion within the
business environment since 1991. ‘We need to re-
imagine a space where Christian values can be lived
out.” ‘We need to take on a new mindset, adopt a new
way of living in the world, out of a different narrative as
a community.” Both addresses as well as the Council’s



Annual Report can be downloaded from:
www.irishchurches.org. Other presentations were
made by Clir Declan O’Loan (Deputy Mayor,
Ballymena Council), the Chairman of the Old School
Trust, members of the Ballymena Clergy Fraternal,
and Canon Bob Fyffe (General Secretary, Churches
Together in Britain and Ireland). It was a memorable
day and our thanks to Rev Jan Mullin and the local
congregation for their warm welcome, lively opening
worship, generous hospitality and practical withess to
Christian unity as we all joined in celebrating their
250" anniversary in that historic Settlement village.

Malankara Indian Orthodox Church

In early June, members of ICC Executive were
delighted to welcome Metropolitan Dr Matthews Mar
Thimothios and members of the Malankara Orthodox
Church in Ireland at an ecumenical service followed by
lunch hosted by the Lutheran Church in Dublin. They
estimate that the Indian population in Ireland is around
20,000, many employed as nurses and in the IT
sector. Their ministry started in 2003 and they now
have four priests serving a membership of 500 families
scattered between Belfast, Cork, Dundalk, Galway,
Sligo and Waterford with their main church gathering
at St Thomas & St George, Cathal Burgh St, Dublin 1.
The Church has recently been accepted into the
membership of the Dublin Council of Churches.
Further details: Rev F Koshy Vaidyan, email
vicar@indianorthodoxireland.org,
www.indianorthodoxireland.org

South Belfast

In the aftermath of the intimidation of the Roma
families in late June, church leaders in South Belfast at
short notice organised a well attended ecumenical
service in Fitzroy Presbyterian Church with a theme ‘I
was a stranger...” One of the organisers, Revd Wilfred
Orr (Newtonbreda Presbyterian) explained that the aim
of the service was ‘to help Christian people to express
solidarity with the stranger in our midst as well as
sorrow and shame at the racist attacks that have taken
place in our community’. Former Presbyterian
Moderator Dr Ken Newell gave an inspiring address
while the Deputy First Minister, the Lord Mayor,
Romanian young people, representatives from local
churches and other public figures also contributed.

Swanwick D eclaration

While staff were sorting through the dusty office
archives this summer, we came across these words
from the Swanwick Declaration (September 1987)
which inspired the origins of the Churches Together in
Britain and Ireland and still challenge our ecumenical
withess as churches working together some twenty
years later:

‘We now declare together our readiness to commit
ourselves to each other under God. Our earnest desire
is to become more fully, in his own time, the one
Church of Christ, united in faith, communion, pastoral
care and mission. Such unity is the gift of God. With
gratitude we have truly experienced this gift, growing
amongst us in these days. We affirm our openness to
this growing unity in obedience to the Word of God, so
that we may fully share, hold in common and offer to
the world those gifts which we have received and still

hold in separation. In the unity we seek to recognise
that there will not be uniformity but legitimate diversity.
It is our conviction that as a matter of policy at all
levels and all places, our churches must now move
from co -operation to clear commitment to each
other, in search of the unity for which Christ prayed
and in common evangelism and service of the world.
This is a new beginning. We set out on our further
pilgrimage ready to take risks and determined not to
be put off by ‘dismal stories’. We resolve that no
discouragement will make us once relent our avowed
intent to be pilgrims together. Leaving behind painful
memories and reaching out for what lies ahead, we
press on towards the full reconciliation in Christ of all
things in heaven and earth, that God has promised in
his Kingdom.

Lord God, we thank you for calling us into the
company of those who trust in Christ and seek to obey
his will. May your spirit guide and strengthen us in
mission and service to your world; for we are strangers
no longer but pilgrims together on the way to your
Kingdom. Amen®

Good news and faith ideas to share
with ou r member churches

Agape

This international ecumenical centre in ltaly’s Corrian
Alps offers a variety of summer camps, courses and
seminars for different age groups on ethics, politics,
economy, sexuality, theology. Further details:
www.agapecentroecumenico.org

In June, 350 people from local Ballynahinch ¢ hurches
(Baptist, Methodist and Presbyterian) read the whole
Bible out aloud over the space of 88 hours. This event was
done in partnership with Causeway Prospects which
supports people with learning difficulties to lead a full

life and supports them in their Christian faith.
Methodist Newsletter August/September 2009

China Forum

Sandra Ker (Methodist) and John Hanna
(Presbyterian) are representing their churches as the
Irish contribution to the four—nations China Forum of
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland. Further
detail: www.ctbi.org.uk/chinaforum

Christian Surfers Ireland

Aiming to be a Christian presence in the Irish surfing
community, this group meet fortnightly for Bible study
and prayers in Belfast or Portrush. Further details: Emma
Brown, regional consultant, email
info@christiansurfers.co.uk, emextreme@yahoo.co.uk
or www.christiansurfers.co.uk

Christian World Communions

Agreement was reached at the third meeting of the
Joint Consultative Commission between Christian
World Communions and the World Council of
Churches (WCC) that ‘the common goal of the
ecumenical movement in its diverse institutional
expressions (both in conciliar and confessional bodies)




is the search for the visible unity of the church for

the sake of God®s mission in the world ..... and the
main actors in the ecumenical movement are and must
be the churches.’ Further detail:
www.oikoumene.org/en/news

Church and Media Network

This group will soon be taking over the work of the
Churches Media Council. Plans are in hand at the
Greenbelt Festival to launch theMediaNet, a brand
new web-based community network for Christians and
others who work in the media. Liz Hunter will be their
Development Worker and can be contacted at 0845
6520027, info@churchesmediacouncil.org.uk

Churches® Action on Poverty NI

A Northern Ireland CAP group is being established and
has met four times. A small committee from four
different denominations is raising awareness about this
new initiative which aims to tackle issues of poverty in
the North. They are promoting a Bible Study type
event called the Just Church Programme in their
congregations and throughout Northern Ireland. They
are keen to interest other people and other
denominations. Further details: Rev Paul Holdsworth
(chair) 028 9061 9755,
Paul.holdsworth@moravian.org.uk

Did you know?

The Bible has now been printed in 1’137 different
language; the first translation into English was in 1382
AD by John Woycliffe; the word ‘Lord’ appears in the
Bible 7,736 times; Moses was eighty years old when
God called him to lead the Hebrew people out of

Egypt.

Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women
Founded in 1982, this Forum is an international
church-related network of women from all Christian
traditions and has a presence in 30 European
countries, including Ireland. It aims to ‘strengthen the
ecumenical network of women, help women find a
common European identity and to challenge women to
action through educational workshops, meetings and
publications’. Copies of their Guidelines for 2006-2010
and latest Newsletter can be downloaded on
www.efecw.ne or email the EFECW office at efecw-
admin@inbox.com. Gillian Wylie (Dublin) and Liz
Parkin (Waterford) are the National Coordinators, but
the network is virtually defunct and looking for a new
group of energetic women to kick start it again. Further
details: Liz Parkin at lizmparkin@eircom.net

Ecumenical sharing

The following represented ICC at the invitation of our
member churches to attend their annual church
meetings this summer: Revd Tony Davidson
(Presbyterian) to the Church of Ireland General Synod
in Armagh; Fr Irenaeus du Plessis (Antiochian
Orthodox) to the Presbyterian General Assembly in
Belfast; Pastor Corinna Diestelkamp (Lutheran) to the
Methodist Annual Conference in Dublin; Robert
Cochran (Methodist) to the Yearly Meeting of the
Religious Society of Friends in Dublin. All shared their
insights at the recent ICC Executive meeting. Thanks
to these churches for offering these invitations and

generous hospitality to help us learn more about each
other’s traditions, ministries and different ways of being
church.

Ecumenical Water Network

According to the UN, over one billion people will suffer
from a shortage and difficulty to access water in the
next 20 years. This WCC initiative involves churches
and movements in protecting water as a gift of God,;
campaigning for water as a human right at local,
regional, and international levels; and raising
awareness of the ethical questions about the
commercialisation and privatisation of water. Further detail:
www.oikoumene.org/en/programmes

Edinburgh 2010

Next year, the world church celebrates the centenary
of the World Missionary Conference held in Edinburgh
in 1910. Christians from all over the world will join in
unity from June 2-6 to explore different ways of
witnessing to Christian unity. A website offers many
ways for Christians from all over the world to be part of
this, so log onto: www.edinburgh2010.0rg

Exploring Theology Together course

This three year course is being run by Mater Dei
Institute of Education in Dublin in partnership with
Edgehill Theological College in Belfast and the Society
of African Missions in the Dromantine Conference
Centre, near Newry. It has attracted over 80 students
from different traditions and offers them a unique
range of Protestant and Catholic lectures from both
sides of the border. Church leaders and funders will be
attending the opening of the second year’s coursework
at Dromantine on September 14. Further detail: Dr
Scott Boldt ph 028 9068 6933

Faith in Europe Bthe ChurchesO European

Relations Network

This network welcomes as members both individuals
and organisations concerned with the creative
involvement of religious believers in the future of
Europe and keeping churches in Britain and Ireland in
touch with current developments. It organises regular
briefing meetings, publishes a regular newsletter,
cooperates closely with CEC, CCEE, ecumenical,
interfaith and government organisations. Further detail:
www.faithineurope.org.uk

Good news to the Poor
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becatiehas anointed
me to bring good news to the poaiLuke 4:18) Christian
Aid has a vision: an end to poverty. Poverty is an
outrage against humanity. It robs people of dignity,
justice, freedom and hope, of power over their own
lives. More than a billion people worldwide suffer in its
grip and are denied the life chances available to those
more fortunate. Poverty is not just about money. It is a
lack of dignity, a lack of opportunity, the inability for all
people to grow as full human beings created in the
image of God. But a problem created by people can be
solved by people. And we are certain that together we
can, and must, end poverty forever. There has never
been a better time to challenge its existence. Christian
Aid’s determination to end poverty is driven by the
Christian belief that the work of building the Kingdom



of God proclaimed and started by Jesus s
championed and continued by his followers today. This
is where ‘good news to the poor’ of Luke 4 lies —
Poverty over — its effects and its causes. Challenging
the unjust structures that cause poverty is absolutely
central to that ongoing work. We urge you to join us.
The opportunity for change may never be more real.
Fundraising and campaigning remain key routes by
which we can achieve the goal of ending poverty
together. Further detail: visit www.christianaid.ie or call
Dublin (01) 611 0801 or Belfast (028) 9083 1204.

Green Christmas ideas

An article in the Methodist Newsletter last year
(December 2008) indicated that 20 million bottles of wine
and 64 million drinks cans were consumed in the
Republic over the Christmas/New Year holiday period
with an additional 82,000 tons of used packaging. So do
consider recycling ideas for a greener, more sustainable
and eco-friendly Christmas by ‘googling’ Green
Christmas ideas or Eco Congregation Ireland this year.

Inter Church Addiction Project

Established in 2004 and launched in 2006, this group
represents the Church of Ireland, Presbyterian, Methodist
and Roman Catholic Churches and the Evangelical
Alliance NI. It aims to build hope and confidence amongst
those young people caught up in the grip of complex
substance addictions and associated problems. The
group recently launched its strategic plan for 2008-2010
‘Hope: helping young people towards recoveryOwith its
key objective of setting up a dedicated rehabilitation

centre for young people in NI.
C of | Gazette 10 July 2009

The Journey of Reconciliation

The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single
step. The reconciliation of the churches is a daunting
journey. We have begun in a small way at Clonard
Monastery. For fifteen years we have gone in little groups
from Clonard to share with Protestant congregations of
the Church in Belfast and beyond. We have gone as
‘unity pilgrims’ to the holy places where our brothers and
sisters in Christ meet to build trust and goodwill and
create a better understanding of each other. Our guiding
principle is the conviction that the command of Jesus ‘to
love one another as | have loved youQapplies to us not
only as individuals, but also as congregations of the
Church. Further info: servantsofunity@clonard.com,

ph 028 9044 5950

Kenya

Prof Kihumbu Thairu (Vice Chancellor of the Presbyterian
University of East Africa) spoke at an open meeting in
Belfast hosted by the ICC Board of Overseas Affairs in
June. Although Kenya has been relatively stable, there
was considerable inter-tribal violence after a disputed
election in 2008. Prof Thairu spoke about the
background to this situation and his work in intervening to
get protection for people at risk during the period of
violence.

Migrants and refugees
‘Christians should know a thing or two about refugees.
Their founder was one.” (Matt 2.13-23)

ICCOs Board of Overseas Affairs poster

Nightreach

A number of parishes in South Belfast are working
together in providing students with a hot beverage and
snacks late at night (midnight to 2am) on their way
home from the pubs. This outreach is supported by
the local council and police and is linked with work
being done through student chaplaincies.

Further details:

www . fitzroy.org.uk,www.fisherwick.net,
Paul.holdsworth@moravian.org.uk

Northwest Triangle

Church leaders from the cities of Liverpool, Glasgow
and Belfast met together in April at Stormont for the
annual meeting of the North West Triangle. These
meetings began in the mid-1980’s and grew out of a
recognition that the sectarian violence in Belfast could
easily be replicated in cities like Liverpool and
Glasgow. The current economic crisis formed the
focus of the day’s theme with a keynote speech given
by Sir George Quigley, chairman of Bombardier
Aerospace, plus inputs from the Assembly’s political
parties about their vision for the future of Northern
Ireland and how the churches could contribute to
shape that. The Irish contingent included church
leaders from the Catholic, Methodist and Presbyterian

Churches, the Church of Ireland and Salvation Army.
Gazette 8 May 2009

Pentecost Sunday

Very Rev Ken Newell (Presbyterian) and Fr Gerry
Reynolds (Clonard) were the main speakers on an
inter-church  dialogue organised by  Edgehill
Theological College (Methodist, Belfast), Mater Dei
Institute (Catholic, Dublin) and the Society of African
Missions (Catholic Religious) at Dromantine on the
theme ‘No sitting on the fence: Reconciliation in
Scripture and on the Streets ’. Over 100 people
attended from north and south and were inspired by
the Biblical mandate of reconciliation and Jesus’ vision
of universal reconciliation. Download Ken’s
PowerPoint at:
www.edgehillcollege.org/reconciliationprogramme or
www.irishchurches.org

p.s.
Join this fortnightly email and web discussion forum

from the Centre for Contemporary Christianity in
Ireland. It aims to engage Christian minds with issues
in the public square, to inject new perspectives and
provoke discussion. The Centre will soon be hosting
more ‘In Conversation with E..’ events in Belfast
dealing with issues relating to faith in the public
square. Further details:
info@contemporarychristianity.org,

Roma families

Members of the Belfast City Church, Fitzroy
Presbyterian, Belfast City Vineyard, Salvation Army,
Bloomfield Presbyterian, Belfast Chinese Church,
Embrace and other community groups were amongst
those offering practical assistance at short notice to
over a hundred people from the Roma Community,
who were intimidated out of their homes in South
Belfast during the early part of the summer. Denise
Wright, Race Relations Coordinator for South Belfast



and member of ICC Executive representing the
LifeLink churches, said ‘The response of the churches
was key not only to the initial response, but through
the following week where they provided for needs as
wide ranging as food, clothes, suitcases, cash
donations and practical help working with the children.
Their contribution was deeply appreciated by the
Roma and by the statutory agencies which are looking
at ways to see how to build working relationships for
the future.” The Conference of European Churches
and the Churches Commission for Migrants in Europe
also sent a letter at the time to Michael Earle, ICC
General Secretary, expressing solidarity with the
families concerned and adding...‘all Christians
throughout Europe will have admired profoundly the
witness of the Christian community in Belfast in
offering direct physical support to those lives which
have been touched by violence. We know that in the
coming days and weeks the member churches of the
ICC will be working to promote reconciliation and
healing in the affected communities. We hope that you
will convey to your member churches the support and
prayers of all in membership of CEC and CCME for
this important witness to the Christian Gospel of hope.
We hope that victims of the indiscriminate and
shocking racist violence will be conscious of the prayer
which is being made for them by Christians across our
continentO.

Signs of the times

The Catholic Primate, Cardinal Sean Brady, became
the first holder of that office, and the first Cardinal in
history, to attend a Church of Ireland General Synod
Service of Holy Communion. Speaking at the service
at St Patrick's Cathedral Armagh on May 10, he
recalled that the previous day he had blessed the
graves of executed 1916 leaders at Arbour Hill (Dublin)
and had been invited to preach the following day at a
service of thanksgiving in the College Chapel of Trinity
College Dublin. ‘To some that seems an impossible

combination’ he said, ‘but we live in remarkable times’.
Methodist Newsletter June 2009

Tell it in colour

Stephen Cave, National Director of Evangelical Alliance NI,
is encouraging Christians to share some of their good news
stories of hope, picking out the colour from the grey, as one
way of making a positive difference to the news of doom
and gloom that we hear so much of in the media. Read

some of the stories or write your own: www.telliincolour.com
Presbyterian Herald July 2009

Thought for the Day

Radio 4's Thought for the Day continues to be a focus for
controversy, with a small but vocal lobby campaigning for
secular voices to be included on the rota. BBC Trust Chair,
Sir Michael Lyons, has said that the Trust will be considering
the matter "early in the autumn." If you have strong views on
the matter, you may wish to make them known to Sir
Michael at BBC Trust, Room 211, 35 Marylebone High
Street, London W1U 4AA or trust.enquiries@bbc.co

UN Climate Change Conference (COP15)

Government representatives from 170 countries will be
meeting in Copenhagen from December 6-18 to agree a
new climate protocol. “There is an unequivocal
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requirement to stop climate change from slipping out of
control ...and at this rate we are not going to make it
says Yvo de Boer, the UNFCCC Executive Secretary.
Keep informed about the issues, the impact on
creation and the poorest of our neighbours, and the
need for churches to raise their voices together:
www.christian-aid.ie; http://unfccc.int;
http://en.cop15.dk

Wall graffiti
In God we trust — everyone else we check out!

WCC General Secretary

The World Council of Churches Central Committee will
be electing the 7th General Secretary during its next
meeting from August 26-September 2 in Geneva. A
Search Committee has proposed two candidates for
election: Rev. Dr Park Seong-won (Presbyterian
Church of Korea) and Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit
(Church of Norway, Lutheran). At present there is no
Irish church representation on the WCC Central
Committee. Further details: www.oikoumene.org.en/news

WCC Internships

Applications from young people aged 18-30
years are being invited to serve as interns in
WCC’s Geneva office from February 2010 to
January 2011. Details of the work involved can
be downloaded from
www.oikoumene.org/en/news. Closing date is 30
September.

What the Bible says about the Stranger

Kieran O’Mahony’s booklet first appeared a
decade ago when the early newcomers were
arriving to live and work in Ireland. Long out of
print, it was decided to produce a second edition
which would be comprehensively updated and
now includes notes on dramatisation, other
exercises to explore the topic, and a list of
biblical citations, as well as prayers, updated
questions for reflection and a short resources
list. In a very accessible style, this booklet (80
pages) takes us through the development of
thinking in the Hebrew Bible and into the New
Testament in relating to ‘the other’. Subtitled
“Biblical perspectives on racism, migration,
asylum and cross-community issues”, it is ideal
for personal study of the topic, as material for
homilies/sermons, and even more suited for
study and bible groups. This is a whole
season’s programme ready and waiting. It is
available to download as a PDF from the Inter-
Church website at www.irishchurches.org, but
for study group purposes it is strongly
recommended that every group member be
provided with a copy, and bulk discounts apply
on the cover price of £5/I5. Copies are
available in Northern lIreland from the Inter-
Church Centre and in the Republic from the
Refugee and Migrant Project of the Irish
Bishops’ Conference (Sr Joan Roddy), Columba
Centre, Maynooth, Co Kildare; e-mail
refproject@iecon.ie for Southern enquiries.




WhoOs got GodOs Millions?

Channel 5 recently screened this mini documentary by
Robert Llewellyn, who concluded that the Anglican
Communion had a domestic income of £1 billion and a
global income of £5 billion; Islam had a domestic
income of £322 million and a global income of £54.6
billion; Judaism had a domestic income of £62.7
million and £26.6 billion globally; Roman Catholicism
had a domestic income of £279 million and a global

income of £51.8 billion.
Keep The Faith #47 June 2009

Women priests

Readers may be interested to read from a front-page
article in a recent Moravian Messenger (June 2009)
that as early as 1758, three women were ordained in
Herrnhut (modern Saxony) as priestesses/presbyters
of the Moravian Church. ‘Although the women’s
responsibilities were confined to the female realm and
therefore not equal to their male counterparts, their
roles were quite extraordinary ... as the ordination of
women was unheard of in the 18" century.” Count
Zinzendorf's successors did not approve of women in
prominent leadership positions so this gifting did not
re-emerge until 1967 when a Moravian woman was
ordained in Dresden. In the Irish District, two of the
Church’s clergy are women (Rev Patsy Holdsworth
and Rev Jan Mullin) while the Bishop Province is led
by Bishop Beth Torkington.

Editor: judith.ashton@moravian.org.uk

An ecumenical invitation to foster understandings
in Belfast, 1970
contributed by Dr Susan Hood, RCB Library, Dublin
The papers of the late Very Revd Brian ‘Peter’
Harvey (1916-2005) are now available for
consultation in the RCB Library, Dublin - the
Church of lIreland’s repository for its written
heritage. Comprising sermons, devotions and
prayers, lectures, and notebooks, the collection
documents the life of a dedicated Church of
Ireland priest, whose appointments included that
of canon theologian in Belfast, 1963-70, before
becoming Dean of Ossory, from 1970 until
retirement in 1991. From his time in Belfast,
Harvey kept safe some material that marks an
ecumenical gesture of some significance at a
challenging time for the Irish churches. This
relates to an invitation he received to address a
Catholic audience in Belfast about Church of
Ireland beliefs, sent to him, at the height of the
Troubles in 1970, by Fr. Alec Reid C.SS.R, then
as now, a Redemptorist priest, with vision and
deep commitment to build bridges. Fr. Reid
organised a series of talks at the Catholic
Information Centre in Belfast to foster
ecumenical understandings. With his permission,
we reproduce what he wrote to Harvey as Church
of Ireland canon theologian in Belfast, on 29
June 1970, which survives in Harvey’s papers:
‘A group of Catholic lay people who
attend courses on religious topics at the
Catholic Information Centre Belfast, have
asked for a short course on the faith of
Christian Communities other than their
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own. They feel it would help
understanding between Catholics and
ProtestantsO.

Harvey  accepted Reid’s invitation, and

subsequent correspondence, together with the
promotional flier for the series of talks entitled:
‘Talks on the faith of our separated brethren’,
held Sept.-Oct. 1970, which also included
presentations by Methodist, Presbyterian and
Catholic churchmen, remain on file. For further
information email susan.hood@rcbdub.org or
telephone 01-4923979.

Recent Publications

2009 Directory of Orthodox parishes and clergy in
Britain and Ireland available at cost of £3.50 from St
George Orthodox Information Service, White House,
Mettingham, Suffolk NR35 1TP, ph 0044.1986,896708,
email stgeorgeois@aol.com, www.sgois.co.uk

Celebrating the Work B Evaluating the Impact 1974 -2007
by Jayme Reeves (2009)

This report highlights the work and impact of the Northern
Ireland Mixed Marriage Association over nearly 35 years.
Church of Ireland Advisor, Rev. Edgar Turner, who has
been associated with NIMMA since the 1970s, writes: “In
1974, a few couples in the Belfast area who were living in
mixed marriages came together for mutual support - little
realising what they were starting would continue and grow
for the next thirty-five years. Gently led by Canon Dick
McDonald, they formed themselves into the Northern
Ireland Mixed Marriage Association (NIMMA). Jayme
Reeves has built a series of slightly smudged
remembrances into a clearly-defined account worthy of the
work it portrays.” NIMMA'’s prime functions are to provide
pastoral care for its members and to have an impact on
the understanding of intermarriage - both by the religious
denominations and by society. “lt is not simply about
changing the minds of clergy and of family members
regarding mixed relationships; it is about changing
attitudes in society as a whole and to enable those who
wish to marry to meet with less and less resistance as the
years go on. NIMMA continues to bear witness to division.
There are always more bridges to be built, but long may
we appreciate the benefits of mutual love and care in
diversity. The picture is much brighter today, but in a
society where segregation is institutionalised, this report
remains a vivid reminder of what still needs to be done.”
Further detail: NIMMA ph 028 90 235444 or
nimma@nireland.com

The Challenge of Indifference:

A Need for Religious Revival in Ireland

by Michefl Mac GrZil , S.J., NUI Maynooth, 2009

This report measures the religious attitudes, behaviour
and beliefs of a national sample of 1,015 Irish adults
(18 years and older) interviewed between November
2007 and March 2008. The results are mixed in the
sense they provide a source of hope for the revival of
Religion from a solid spiritual basis and a cause of
concern for the future of popular and regular religious
practice among certain categories of the Irish
population. A detailed analysis is provided in the book,
which highlights the areas of hope and concern.
www.veritas.ie



Christian Zionism - roadmap to Armageddon?

by Stephen Sizer, IVP.

Described as essential reading for any western
evangelical trying to understand the religious
dimension of American support for Israel. It
exposes the sectarian roots, dubious theology
and destructive consequences of Christian
Zionism.

Church in Chains Global Guide

This Irish booklet reveals the scale of world-wide
persecution of Christians from Afghanistan to
Yemen, e.g. Roman Catholics and Protestants
are not legally recognised in Turkey; over 3’000
Christians are imprisoned without trial in Eritrea;
children are banned from church in China;
Government permits (rarely granted) are needed
to repair churches in Egypt. Free copies

available from info@churchinchains.ie
Methodist Newsletter April 2009

The Complete Book on Orthodoxy D

A comprehensive encyclopaedia and glossary of
Orthodox terms, theology, history and fact from A to Z
by George Grube, Salisbury (USA), 2001, $US 29.95.

The Recession and God: reading the sign of

the times_

by Gerry OOHanlon SJ (Jesuit Centre for Faith and

Justice).

The author argues that an uncritical adoption of
an unregulated free market economic model, a
culture of individualism and a weak notion of
what is right and wrong caused our current
economic crisis. He sees an opportunity to plan a
more just and sustainable future, using the
resources of the Christian tradition, particularly
Catholic Social Teaching.

Talking of the Trinity
by the Faith Studies Network, ACTS (Actions by
Churches Together in Scotland), 2009.

Trinity Sunday is well behind us for this year, but
this short ecumenical resource on the mysteries
of the Trinity offers four short dialogues from
Church of Scotland, Roman Catholic, Scottish
Episcopalian and Eastern Orthodox contexts.
This booklet is designed to help readers and
study groups explore the issues which arise
when new language referring to the Trinity is
introduced in public prayer and worship in any
Christian community. Whether read or
dramatised, these dialogues will encourage
deeper reflection on the ‘mystery, confession,
worship and service of the Trinitarian God'.
Freely downloadable from

www.acts-scotland.org

The Vision before us b the Kyoto report of the
Inter Anglican Standing Commission on
Ecumenical Relations 2000 -2008,

ed. Sarah Rowland Jones, price £8 .99.

This recent report provides a comprehensive account
with a thorough commentary and analysis of the Anglican
Communion’s ecumenical work with details of all the

Commission’s bilateral and multilateral dialogues with
Christians of other traditions. Available from Anglican
Communion Office, London:

email neil.vigers@anglicancommunion.org
C of | Gazette 19 June 2009

Who is my Neighbour? D Deus Caritas est: an
encyclical for our time?

ed. Eoin G. Cassidy (Veritas, 2009)

A collection of papers delivered at a conference in
Dublin in 2008 and organised by the Irish Commission
for Justice and Social Affairs (ICJSA)

Faith and Friendship

Father, we thank you for your gift of faith and for
the various ways we express that gift within our
different church traditions. We thank you for your
gift of friendship and for the working of your
Spirit that has brought us to this meeting place.
We ask for an outpouring of your peace on this
neighbourhood where we meet. We pray for an
awakening of Christian community within this
island. Grant that we may catch a vision of the
unity you desire for all your people, through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
www.restorationministries.co.uk

Lord, make us instruments of your Peace

Where there is poverty and ecological
brokenness, let us help to restore creation’s
integrity. Where there is disregard for present
and future generations of life, let us proclaim
your everlasting covenant with every living
creature. Where there is carelessness of your
beloved creation, let us inspire respect. Where
there is arrogance, humility. Where there is
greed, generosity. Where there is wastefulness,
caring frugality. Where there is false division,

solidarity. Amen
Church of South India Life June 2009

‘Many people are bothered by those passages in
Scripture which they cannot understand; but as
for me, | always noticed that the passages in
Scripture which trouble me most are those which

| do understand.’
(Mark Twain) CSI Life March 2009

Prayer for the International Day of Prayer for
Peace 2009 (from Jamaica)

Keep your church free, that it may be the channel
through which justice and peace, integrity and
wholeness, harmony and goodwill may flow to the
dispossessed and the desperate, that your Kingdom
may come in all its fulfilment of life and healthy and

peace through Jesus Christ our Lord.
source unknown, quoted
www.overcomingviolence.org/en/about -dov

Touch the earth lightly , use the earth gently,
nourish the life of the world in our care;Gift of great
wonder, ours to surrender, trust for the children,
tomorrow will bear.

(Pray Now 2009 ©Office for Worship and Doctrine,
Mission and Discipleship Council, Church of Scotland)
Eco Congregation Ireland June Newsletter



Ecumenical Diary in this UN Year of
Reconciliation 2009

Further updated information can be found online at:
www.irishchurches.org

Aug 29 in Dublin

As a part of the Year of Evangelisation of the
Archdiocese of Dublin, Jesus Youth is presenting a
concert by Rexband, a contemporary Christian band
from India. With its vibrant, eclectic music and dynamic
message, the band endeavours to celebrate the
presence of the King of Kings. The two and a half hour
concert will take place at 6pm in the RDS Concert Hall,
Ballsbridge. Tickets available from 087 2351294,
0879077377, 0876380676 or www.ticketmaster.ie

Aug 31 - Sept 04 in Belfast

Every year, YWAM Belfast hosts a ‘Faith & Conflict’
conference, examining the relationship between faith,
justice, reconciliation, and peacemaking. This year, the
conference will be held from 31 August - 4 September.
Further details: http://www.ywamireland.org/ministries/

Sep 01 - Oct 4 Creation Month

Churches throughout Ireland are invited to observe a
Time for Creation in the autumn for the protection of
God’s creation and the promotion of sustainable
lifestyles. A programme of resources to help churches
observe A Time for Creation has been compiled by
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) on the
theme “Creation in Crisis — A Time For Prayer And
Action.” These can be freely downloaded from
www.ctbi.or.uk/creationtime and include sermon notes,
prayers, liturgical materials, discussion group ideas for
young people, Bible-based group study notes for
adults and action ideas for groups and individuals.

Sept 05 in Drumcondra Dublin

To celebrate the 75th anniversary of the World Day of
Prayer in Ireland, the National Committee is holding a
special service on the theme ‘Let your Light Shine’ at 2pm at
St Patrick’s College, Drumcondra, Dublin 9. Further details:
Joan Forsdyke (Secretary) email wdpirl@gmail.com or
www.worlddayofprayerireland.com

Sept 17 - in Belfast

NI Mixed Marriage Association will be launching a report of
their work over the past 35 years at 11am in the boardroom,
Bryson House, Bedford Street, Belfast. Further information:
ph. NIMMA 028 90 235444 or nimma@nireland.com

Sept 17 D18 in Belfast

A John Calvin Conference will be held at the Union
Theological College (108 Botanic Ave) from 2pm to mark
the 500th anniversary of his birth. Rev Dr Andrew McGowan
(Vice President of the World Reformed Fellowship and
Church of Scotland minster in Inverness East) will be the
keynote speaker on Calvin’s legacy with others speaking on
‘Calvin and the Old Testament; New Testament; Theology;
Preaching; Politics; Arts’. Cost £15/30. Register: Union
College ph 028 9020 5080, email: calvin@union.ac.uk
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Sept 21 International Day of Prayer for Peace

With its origins from a joint initiative between the
United Nations and the World Council of Churches in
2004 comes this opportunity for churches throughout
the world to pray for peace and an end to violent
conflict. This year’s resources (prayers, songs, Bible
meditations) have a Caribbean theme focusing on
‘One Love: building a peaceful Caribbean’ and can be
freely downloaded from
www.overcomingviolence.org/en/about-
dov/international-day and from www.idpvigil.com

Sept 22 B24 - in Athy Co Kildare

At this year’s National Ploughing Championship in
Athy, Co Kildare, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Dublin, Irish Missionary Union and Church of Ireland
United Dioceses of Dublin and Glendalough are jointly
organising a large prayer marquee entitled ‘Reaching
out Together'. For further information see (Year of
Evangelisation homepage:
http://www.dublindiocese.ie/index.php?option=com_co
ntent&task=view&id=1541&Itemid=753 and United
Dioceses of Dublin and Glendalough homepage
http://dublin.anglican.org

Sept 29 - in Belfast

Churches’ Community Work Alliance (NI) is
hosting a Volunteering Strategy consultation for
faith-based organisations from 9.30-12 noon,
venue to be confirmed. It will be facilitated by the
Volunteer Development Agency and focus on the
Department for Social Development’s recently
released consultation paper on the development
of a volunteering strategy for Northern Ireland.
The paper entitled “Join In, Get Involved: Build a
Better Future” can be downloaded from
www.dsdni.gov.uk (News 2/7/2009). Register with
Donna McGuckin (Administrator)before 17 Aug:
email donna.mcqguckin@ccwa-ni.org.uk, or phone
CCWA (NI) 028 9074.0077.

Oct 03 - in Belfast

Global Leadership Summit 2009 will be held from
9-5pm both days and offering training,
inspiration, encouragement and skill development
for local church leaders. Cost £61 (lunch own
arrangements). Further details available after
August 14 from: www.willowcreek.org.uk

or 023 8082 9765

Oct 05 in - London

October 5 in London Following the recent UK
elections, Churches Together in Britain and
Ireland are holding a one-day seminar reflecting
on how churches should respond to the politics of
the Far Right. John Cruddas MP and Rev
Arlington Trotman (CCME) will be addressing the
theme ‘Voting with our Feet — The Challenge of
the Politics of the Far Right and the Churches’
from 11-4pm in the Westminster Cathedral hall,
Ambrosden Avenue, SW1. Further details:
Victoria.akinyode@ctbi.org.uk, www.ctbi.org.uk




Oct 07 D11 in Enniskerry, Co Wicklow

As part of the ongoing 150-year anniversary
celebrations of three churches in Enniskerry, Co
Wicklow - St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, St
Patrick’s Church of Ireland and St Brigid’s Church of
Ireland church in nearby Kilbride — there will be an
‘Ecumenical Youth Week’, co-facilitated by 3Rock
Youth and the Catholic Youth Council. The week will
culminate in an ecumenical service on Sunday 11
October, in the grounds of Powerscourt House. Further
details: St Mary’s ph. 01-2760030 and St Patrick’s ph.
01-2863862)

Oct 10 -13 in Belfast

The Clonard-Fitzroy Fellowship will be continuing the
Presbyterian/Roman Catholic conversation on the
theme ‘Exploring heart to heart the wonder of Holy
Communion — a mystery too great for our minds’ with
Professor Stephen Williams (Union College, Belfast)
and Dr Con Casey (Milltown Institute, Dublin) speaking
from 7.30-9.30pm in the Chapel of Union College, 108
Botanic Avenue. Further details: Ed Petersen at
Clonard 028.9044.5950, email reds@clonard.com

Oct 13 D15 in Dunblane

Faith in Europe is organising a conference at Scottish
Churches House on ‘European Identity: who do we
think we are?’ with a focus on identity both from the
UK and the EU. Speakers include John Purvis MLA,
Prof Richard Roberts (Stirling), Revd Dr Sheilagh
Kesting (a former Moderator of the Church of
Scotland) and Revd Matthew Ross (Conference of

European churches). Further detail: Secretary
Philip.max.walters@gmail.com

Oct 23 B24 in Belfast

The Lutheran Church in Ireland invites German

Lutherans and German speakers to a special service
to celebrate the 25th anniversary of their congregation
in Belfast. There will be a potluck meal at 7pm on the
Saturday evening in the Moravian Church hall
(downstairs), University Road followed by a showing of
the film ‘Luther’ (German synchronisation). A worship
service will be held at 3pm on the Sunday in the same
church. Further details: Pastor Joachim Diestelkamp in
Dublin, ph. 003531.6766548, email:
belfast.evangelisch@gmail.com

Oct 25 Bible Sunday

This year's theme is ‘Count on it — living in the
certainty of God's word (lsaiah 55.1-11). Free
downloadable resources available

from www.biblesunday.org or ph. 01793 418 222.

Nov 06 in Mayn ooth

St Patrick’s College, Maynooth, Ireland, is hosting an
international conference Interface: ‘Being a Young
Theologian in the World’. The conference is aimed at
young theologians and has two objectives — to explore
the role of the young theologian and to explore the role
of theology in contemporary society. Further details:
http://sites.google.com/site/interfacemaynooth/Home
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Nov 10 11 in Dublin

Global Leadership Summit 2009 will be held from 9-
5pm both days and offering training, inspiration,
encouragement and skill development for local church
leaders. Cost ! 70 (lunch own arrangements). Further
details available after  August 14 from
www.willowcreek.org.uk or 0044.23.8082.9765

Nov 28 in Dublin

A panel discussion entitled “Where to Now? Ethical Beliefs
and Values for a Changing World” will be held at 2.30pm in
the Swift Theatre, Trinity College Dublin. Organised by the
Church of Ireland Chaplaincy at TCD and the Open
Christianity Network Ireland, this will explore questions
around the breakdown of institutional authorities and how
this has created new opportunities and responsibilities for
both Irish society and the wider world. ‘In particular, we want
to explore the sources of our shared values and how those
beliefs and values impact on our relationships, our concern
for others as well as on the worlds of business, education,
law, medicine, etc.’ Two confirmed members of the panel
are Ivana Bacik and Fr. Peter McVerry. Further detail:
Andrew Furlong tiripo@gofree.indigo.ie or 087-2356371

Up for grab s!
The following equipment / furniture / publications are
available for collection from the Inter-Church Centre free of
charge:
¥ 2 xoffice desks — full size in very good condition — if
a bit old fashioned!
¥ Panasonic telephone system and handsets.
¥  Stationary — various bit and pieces
¥  We also have a large number of publications which
may be suitable for those working abroad, seeking
to establish Christian communities.

A list is available on request from the ICC Administrator:
info@irishchurches.org.

Distrib ution

A decision was taken earlier this year by the member
churches to distribute the Irish Ecumenical News to all their
clergy and paid staff using their own internal email
circulation systems. This wil help to mainstream this
newsletter rather than rely on a somewhat ad hoc
distribution system through the Inter Church Office. Every
effort is being made to avoid duplication and to ensure
everyone on our database receives an email copy. We are
still happy to send a hard copy to those who have no
internet facilities, but in the financial climate are having to
control mailing costs. Let our office know where we still need
to improve. Meantime, you can always freely download a
free copy on our website www.irishchurches.org

Next edition

The next edition of Irish Ecumenical News will be
available in the New Year with information about Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity services being held
around the island. Please send relevant information to
the Editor with date, time, venue, name of preacher,
name and details of contact person before December
11th. Many thanks.




Extend the links

When you have finished reading this newsletter, do
pass it on to others to share in your community so we
can strengthen our networking as an ecumenical
movement. New readers are invited to send us their
email address so we can include them in future
mailings. Any comments about this edition, what's

Michael Earle, Editor

General Secretary, Irish Council of Churches
Executive Secretary, Irish Inter -Church Meeting
September 2009

(See front page for full contact details for the
Inter-Church Centre office)

useful or otherwise, are welcomed.

Latest Publication from 1ICM
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Produced by AICCMR

For copies of this booklet: (£ in Northern Ireland, €5 in the Republic,
enquire for bulk orders or availability):

1. Republic of Ireland: Refugee and Migrant Project of Irish Bishops' Conference,
Columba Centre, Maynooth, Co Kildare. Make cheques payable.to 'Rgfugee.
and Migrant Project’. For queries or to check availability; refproject@iecon.ie

2. Northem Ireland: Irish Inter-Church Meeting, 48 Elmwood Avenue, Belfast
BT9 6AZ. Make cheques payable to ‘Irish Inter-Church Meeting'. For queries
or to check availability: info@irishchurches.org
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