an ECUMENICAL Evening Prayer for St Patrick’s tide.
Welcome

Introduction

Opening Hymn: Christ be near at either hand

During the Opening Hymn, a candle or lantern can be lit on the altar or prayer space as the words: “Christ my lantern, night and day” are sung.
PSALMODY 
Sung by alternate sides of the congregation to a Psalm-tone written by Irish Composer Fintan O’Carroll – psalm tone number 14.
Antiphon: 
Leader: Who am I, Lord, or what is my calling that you have worked with me with such divine presence?  This is how I come to praise and magnify your name among the nations. 
(From the Confessions)

Psalm 8 - 
How great is your name, O Lord our God,
through all the earth

Your majesty is praised above the heavens;
on the lips of children and of babes
you have found praise to foil your enemy,
to silence the foe and the rebel.

When I see the heavens, the work of your hands, 
the moon and stars which you arranged, 
what are we that you should keep us in mind, 
men and women that you should care for us?

Yet you have made us little less than gods;
and crowned us with glory and honour,
gave us power over the works of your hands,
out all things under our feet.

All of them, sheep and cattle,
yes, even the savage beasts,
birds of the air, and fish
that make their way through the waters.

How great is your name O Lord our God
Through all the earth!

ALL: Give praise to the Father Almighty, to His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, to the Spirit who dwells in our hearts, both now and forever Amen. 
Antiphon: 
ALL: Who am I, Lord, or what is my calling, that you have worked with me with such divine presence?  This is how I come to praise and magnify your name among the nations. 
(From the Confessions)

+ Traditional Irish air played on the Harp +

Antiphon: 
Leader: I live as an alien, but I am driven by the zeal for God. I live for my God, to teach these peoples. (From the Letter to Coroticus)

Psalm (141) 142 -
Again, sung by alternate sides of the congregation to a Psalm-tone written by Irish Composer Fintan O’Carroll – psalm tone number 14.


With all my voice I cry to you, Lord,
with all my voice I entreat you Lord.
I pour out my trouble before you;
I tell you all my distress
while my spirit faints within me.
But you, O Lord, know my path.

On the way where I shall walk
They have hidden a snare to entrap me.
Look on my right and see:

There is no one who takes my part.
I have no means of escape,
not one who cares for my soul.

I cry to you O Lord.
I have said: “You are my refuge,
all I have in the land of the living.”
Listen ,then, to my cry
For I am in the depths of distress.


Rescue me from those who pursue me
for they are stronger than I.
Bring my soul out of this prison
and then I shall praise your name.
Around me the just will assemble
because of your goodness to me.

ALL: Give praise to the Father Almighty, to His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, to the Spirit who dwells in our hearts, both now and forever Amen.

ALL: I live as an alien, but I am driven by the zeal for God. 
I live for my God, to teach these peoples.
St Patrick’s Creed:
Sung response after each verse: Credo, Credo, Credo, Amen (J.P. Lécot)
Verses will be said alternately. Harp to play gently underneath.
There is no other God, nor will there ever be, nor was there ever, except God the Father.  He is the one who has not begotten, the one without a beginning, the one from whom all beginnings come, the one who holds all things in being this our teaching.  

ALL: Credo, Credo, Credo, Amen


And his son, Jesus Christ, whom we testify has always been, since before the beginning of this age, with the father in a spiritual way. He was begotten in an indescribable way before every beginning. Everything we can see, and everything beyond our sight, was made through him.  
ALL: Credo, Credo, Credo, Amen


He became a human being; and having overcome death, was welcomed to the heavens to the Father. The Father gave him all power over every being, both heavenly and earthly and beneath the earth. 
ALL: Credo, Credo, Credo, Amen


Let every tongue confess that Jesus Christ, in whom we believe and whom we await to come back to us in the near future, is Lord and God. He is judge of the living and of the dead; he rewards every person according to their deeds; he rewards every person according to their deeds. 
ALL: Credo, Credo, Credo, Amen


He has generously poured on us the Holy Spirit, the gift of promise of immortality, who makes believers and those who listen to be children of God and co-heirs with Christ. This is the one we acknowledge and adore – one God in a trinity of the sacred name.
ALL: Credo, Credo, Credo, Amen
Scripture Reading:

From the letter of St Paul to the Romans 8:26-27. 
(a passage that Patrick quoted in his Confessions)
The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot choose words in order to pray properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be put into words, and God who knows everything in our hearts knows perfectly well what he means, and that the pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of God.

Time for silence. 

An acclamation to welcome the words of Christ before the Gospel is proclaimed.

From the Gospel according to St. John10:14-18 
(The passage about Jesus, the Good Shepherd, reminds us of Patrick’s time as a shepherd boy and as a pastor.) 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me,

just as the Father knows me and I know the Father;

and I lay down my life for my sheep.

And there are other sheep I have that are not of this fold,

and these I have to lead as well.

They too will listen to my voice, and there will be only one flock,

and one shepherd.

The Father loves me, because I lay down my life

in order to take it up again.

No one takes it from me; I lay it down of my own free will,

and as it is in my power to lay it down, so it is in my power to take it up again;

and this is the command I have been given by my Father.’

Time for silence. 

From the Gospel according to St. John 16:32b-33 – 
(The passage echoes Patrick being ‘anchored’ in the peace of Christ and acknowledges that ‘in the world’ he had many difficulties to face.)

Jesus said to his disciples: 
”I am not alone, because the Father is with me.
I have told you all this so that you may find peace in me.
In the world, you will have trouble, but be brave: I have conquered the world.”

Time for silence. 


Intercessions:
Introduction by the Leader: Patrick wrote: “Turn in faith with all your hearts to the Lord my God, because nothing is impossible for him.” With trust in God’s care, we present our needs before him.

1. Reader 1: Patrick said: “It was Christ the Lord who told me to come here to be with these people for the rest of my life.
Reader 2: That the Lord may grant us the gift of discernment to help us understand how and with whom He wants us to serve Him. 
Cantor: Let us pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord hear our prayer

[or: A Thiarna éist linn. ALL: A Thiarna bí ceansa agus éist linn]

2. Reader 1: Patrick said: “I am first of all a simple country person, a refugee, 
and unlearned.  I do not know how to provide for the future.”
Reader 2: That we may welcome the stranger in our midst and give them hope for their future. Cantor: Let us pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord hear our prayer


3. Reader 1: Patrick said: “Riches, says Scripture, which a person gathers unjustly, will be vomited out of that persons’ stomach. Avarice is a deadly crime.”
Reader 2: That we may not become possessed by our possessions. That the resources of the world may be distributed more justly so that all people may enjoy the basics of human dignity. 
Cantor: Let us pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord hear our prayer

4. Reader 1: Patrick said: “I do not know what to say… about the children of God who are dead, whom the sword has touched so cruelly.  All I can do is what is written: Weep with those who weep; and again: If one member suffers pain, let all the members suffer the pain with it. This is why the church mourns and weeps for its sons and daughters whom the sword has not yet slain, but who were taken away and exported to far distant lands, where grave sin openly flourishes without shame…” 
Reader 2: For all those persecuted for their faith, for freedom of religious practice and an end to all forms of trafficking and exploitation. 
Cantor: Let us pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord hear our prayer


5. Reader 1: Patrick said: “Could it be that we are not of the one sheepfold,
nor that we have the one God as our Father?”
Reader 2: That Christians on the island of Ireland may work more closely together to give good witness to the praise and glory of our God and Father.
Cantor: Let us pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord hear our prayer

Invitation to the Our Father: 
Leader : Patrick said: “God straightened me out, 
and he prepared me for what I would be today. 
For that reason, I give thanks to the one who strengthened me in all things.” 
We ask the Father for grace and strength as we pray:

All SING on one note : Our Father … [Ronan McDonagh}


including the Matthean doxology: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory both now and forever Amen. 

CONCLUDING PRAYER: 
Father in heaven, you sent the great holy man Patrick
to the people of Ireland to share his faith
and to spend his life in loving service.
May our lives bear witness to the faith we profess
and our love bring others to the peace and joy of your Gospel.

We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Final Blessing and distribution of Shamrock:
Church leaders?
Leader: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Leader: May St. Patrick be a prayerful companion to the people of Ireland
and may we be faithful to the faith of our ancestors. Amen.
Leader: May the Lord bless + these plants – symbols of our faith in the Trinity 
and of our Patron Patrick. Amen.
Leader: May Almighty God bless you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Go in the peace and love of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God

FINAL HYMN – Be thou my vision.
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