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Matthew 2: 1 & 11

1. After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in 
Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem.

11. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh.



Adoration of the Magi 
(Nativity)
Matthew 2:1-12
East Belfast





Adoration of the Magi 
(Nativity)
Matthew 2:1-12
West Belfast



Adoration of the Magi 
(Nativity)
Matthew 2:1-12
South Dublin City



Adoration of the Magi 
(Nativity)
Matthew 2:1-12
Co Armagh



Adoration of the 
Magi (Nativity)
Matthew 2:1-12
Co Meath













Excerptiones Patrum
ascribed to Venerable Bede (673–735)                                                                  

Catechesis Celtica 
Brittany, late 10th century

John of Hildesheim 
(1310– 1375) 

“fuscus" (dark)

“niger" (black)

Historia Trium Regum (History of the Three Kings)



St Philip Baptising 
the Eunuch 
Acts 8:26-40
Co Carlow





Christ as Good 
Shepherd
John 10:11-18
Co Wicklow



Björn Borg 
Jesus



Richard 
Neave 
Forensic 
anthropology

2001





“Gospel Liberty consists with 
temporal servitude”
“slaves would only become 
better slaves by being 
Christian”





“This vision of a westward 
'Empire’ attributed to Berkeley 
(reflected also in the naming of 
Berkeley, CA just a few years 
later) and the Church as its 
fellow-traveller, should now 
provoke sorrow. Such 
triumphalistic theology glossed 
over the dispossession of 
indigenous peoples, and 
assumed slavery as a means to 
its fulfilment.”





“He was a friend to all; 
regardless of class or 
creed”



James John Digges La Touche (1788–
1827) and Peter Digges La Touche (c. 
1790– 1869) received £6,815 in 
compensation for 385 slaves in 
Jamaica, across two joint claims. 

Mary Digges La Touche (1824–1874) 
was awarded £185 18s 3d for eight 
slaves in Koningsgberg Castle, St 
Mary’s, Jamaica. 



Charles McGarel 
(1788–1876) received 
£135,076 for 2,777 
slaves in British 
Guiana, across twelve 
separate claims. 













Anti-Pentecost Moment

“The breath of life given 
at Pentecost was 
squeezed out in 
Minneapolis. Church, we 
cannot miss the 
significance of this kairos 
moment… If the 
significance of that 
moment doesn’t awaken 
us to the problem of 
racism, I don’t know 
what will.”

Daniel Passini, June 2020



















Reflexive Racialisation

“Rather than seeing 
racialisation as exclusively as 
a product of conquest and 
Empire, racialization can also 
constitute a voluntary 
communal enterprise or 
strategy aimed at attaining 
group solidarity and political 
advantage and/or countering 
existent pernicious claims by 
a dominant group”.

Steve Garner
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